Italy’s Berlusconi indicted in prostitution probe 

A demonstrator holds a pan cover with a picture of a caged Berlusconi during a protest against Italian Premier 
Silvio Berlusconi, in Rome, Saturday, Feb. 12, 2011. Protestors are demanding Berlusconi’s resignation 
following allegations he paid for sex with a 17-year-old girl and used his office to cover it up. Italian prosecutors 
want to put Italian Premier Berlusconi on trial over the allegations. Berlusconi has dismissed the allegations as 
a smear campaign. Associated Press 
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Bahrain: Newcomer 
for Arab anger 



Demonstrators chant and 
wave Bahraini flags near the 
Pearl Monument on a main 
square in Manama, Bahrain, 
Tuesday Feb. 15,2011. 

Associated Press 
Page 14 



In this Nov. 28, 2009 
file photo, Edda Mellas, 
left, and Curt Knox, the 
parents of Amanda Knox, 
an American student 
convicted of murder in 
Italy, arrive at a hearing 
in Perugia’s court, Italy. A 
lawyer said Tuesday, Feb. 
15, 2011 the parents of 
Knox have been ordered to 
stand trial for alleging that 
Italian police abused their 
daughter. The charge stems 
from an interview they gave 
Britain’s Sunday Times 
years ago in which the 
father alleged that police 
had physically and verbally 
abused his daughter. 

Associated Press 
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GOP ihocks Obama s budget 


Obama FY 2012 
Budget 


Senate Budget Committee Chairman 
Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., gestures 
during a hearing of the committee on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, 2011, where Budget Director 
Jack Lew testifies on President 
Obama’s fiscal 2012 federal budget. 

Associated Press 
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GOP mocks Obama budget, spending cuts 


WASHINGTON 
Republicans on Tuesday 
disparaged President Barack 
Obama’s proposed $3.7 
trillion budget for next year 
for taking a pass on tackling 
long-term deficits by not 
calling for structural changes 
in big-ticket entitlement 
programs for the elderly. 

“In our nation’s most pressing 
fiscal challenges, the president 
has abdicated his leadership 
role,” said House Budget 
Committee Chairman Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis. “When his own 
commission put forward a set 
of fundamental entitlement 
and tax reforms he ignored 
them.” Obama told a news 
conference that the budget 
he sent Congress will help 
meet his goal of cutting the 
deficit in half by the end of his 
first term. He said he looked 
forward to negotiations 
with Republicans in coming 
months on how to fix Social 
Security and Medicare. 

“This is not a matter of, 'you 
go first, I go first,’ “ he said. 
“It’s a matter of everybody 
having a serious conversation 
about where we want to go 
and then ultimately getting in 
that boat at the same time so it 
doesn’t tip over.” 

House Republicans, 

meanwhile were eager to 
launch a weeklong debate on 
their own package of deep 
cuts in domestic spending for 
the current fiscal year. 

Eager to please their 
conservative tea party 
supporters, Republicans are 


championing $61 billion in 
cuts to hundreds of programs 
for the remaining seven months 
of this federal fiscal year, 
which ends Sept. 30, under 
a bill the House planned to 
debate Tuesday. AmeriCorps 
and the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting would be 
completely erased, while deep 
cuts would be carved from 
programs for feeding poor 
women and children, training 
people for jobs and cleaning 
the Great Lakes. 

Reductions of that magnitude 
this late in a fiscal year would 
have a jarring impact on many 
programs. The GOP-run 
House planned to approve the 
measure Thursday. 

The proposed reductions 
have “showdown” written 
all over them. Republicans 
included them in a must-pass 
bill financing the government, 
which otherwise runs out 
of money on March 4. The 
Democratic-controlled Senate 
and Obama himself are sure 
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to turn them down. 

“We have consistently said it’s 
not our intention to shut down 
this government,” House 
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, 
R-Va., said Monday of one 
possibility should there be 
an impasse. “That’s political 
talk and we ought to get that 
off the table and we ought to 
go about the real business of 
trying to cut spending.” 

White House budget director 
Jacob Lew kicked off the 
administration’s defense of 


its proposed 2012 budget 
on Capitol Hill with an 
appearance before the House 
Budget Committee. Rep. Mike 
Simpson spoke for most of 
the Republicans on the panel 
in saying he doesn’t view 
the proposal which mostly 
ignores the recommendations 
of Obama’s fiscal commission 
as a serious one. 

Lew countered that the Obama 
plan is a “tough budget” filled 
with cuts to programs the 
president himself supports. 
Lew downplayed the 
possibility of a government 
shutdown. “If we all work 
together in a bipartisan way 
to look for the things we 
can agree on and take some 
of the things that we can’t 
agree on off to the side, we 
can accomplish a great deal,” 
he said. Obama unveiled his 
fiscal blueprint a day earlier, a 
plan that mixes tax increases 
on the wealthy and some 
businesses, a five-year freeze 
on most domestic programs, 


and boosts for elementary 
schools, clean energy and 
airport security. The outline 
is a first step in what is likely 
to be a bitter partisan fight as 
Congress translates it into a 
parade of tax and spending 
bills. 

Despite its savings, Obama’s 
budget projects a record $ 1.65 
trillion deficit this year, falling 
to $1.1 trillion next year and 
easing thereafter. Even so, it 
stands to generate a mammoth 
$7.2 trillion sea of red ink over 
the next 10 years, a number 
that would be even larger had 
the president not claimed over 
$1 trillion in 10-year savings 
by winding down the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Glaringly missing from 
the president’s budget was 
a substantial reshaping of 
Social Security, Medicare and 
other massive, automatically 
paid benefit programs that 
bipartisan members of his 
deficit-reduction commission 
had recommended last year.Q 


Food prices hit “dangerous levels” 



WASHINGTON - World 
Bank chief Robert Zoellick 
on Tuesday said global 
food prices have reached 
“dangerous levels,” and 
warned that their impact could 
complicate fragile political 
and social conditions in the 
Middle East and Central Asia. 
World Bank data released 
on Tuesday showed higher 
food prices mainly for wheat, 
maize, sugars and edible oils - 
have pushed 44 million more 
people in developing countries 
into extreme poverty since 
June 2010. 

“There is no room for 
complacency,” Zoellick told a 
conference call. “Global food 
prices are now at dangerous 
levels and it is also clear that 
recent food price rises are 
causing pain and suffering 
for poor people around the 
globe.” 

Zoellick said although higher 
food prices were not the 
main cause leading to recent 
protests in Egypt and Tunisia, 
it was an aggravating factor 
and could become worse. 

He warned that a sharp rise 
in food prices across Central 


Asia could also have social 
and political implications for 
that region. 

The World Bank report comes 
days before a meeting of the 
Group of 20 major economies 
in Trance where higher food 
prices and the reasons for 
those upward spikes will be 
discussed. 

Zoellick also said he was 
concerned that as countries 
such as Egypt, Tunisia and 
Jordan address causes of 
their social upheaval, higher 
food prices may add to “the 
fragility that is always there 
any time you have revolutions 
and transitions.” 

The World Bank chief said 
the international community 


needed to be aware of 
such risks and should not 
exacerbate problems by 
imposing policies, such as 
export bans or price fixing, 
that would push global food 
prices even higher. 

“There is no silver bullet 
to resolving the potent 
combination of rising and 
volatile food prices,” Zoellick 
said, “but food security is now 
a global security issue.” 
Catastrophic storms and 
droughts have hurt the world’s 
leading agriculture-producing 
countries, including flooding 
and a massive cyclone in 
Australia, major winter storms 
in the United States, and fires 
last year in Russia. 
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Obama warns Spending cuts could hurt U.S. recovery 


WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama warned on 
Tuesday that immediate, deep 
budget cuts could hurt the 
fragile economic recovery, 
but Republicans pressed to 
slash spending and brushed 
off concerns about potential 
job losses. Republicans 
lambasted Obama’s budget 
for 2012 released this week 
and demanded cuts now in 
areas such as education and 
space exploration. Obama 
— who promises $1.1 trillion 
in deficit reduction over 10 
years — still wants to invest in 
areas such as high speed rail 
and energy efficiency to boost 
U.S. competitiveness. 

The debate is moving toward 
a standoff. Republicans aim to 
pass legislation in the House 
of Representatives by week’s 
end to cut this year’s spending 
by at least 14 percent, or $61 
billion. The White House says 
Obama would veto such a bill. 
“I think it is important to make 
sure that we don’t try to make 


a series of symbolic cuts this 
year that could endanger the 
recovery,” he told a news 
conference. 

“We’ve got to be careful. Let’s 
use a scalpel; let’s not use a 
machete,” he said. 

Republicans were eager to 
wield the heavier instrument. 
House Speaker John Boehner 
said if his party’s spending 
cuts led to job losses, that 
was the price of necessary 
austerity. 

“Over the last two years since 
President Obama has taken 
office, the federal government 
has added 200,000 new federal 
jobs,” Boehner said. “If some 
of those jobs are lost in this, so 
be it. We’re broke.” 
Republicans berated Obama 
in last year’s elections for 
not solving the problem of 
high unemployment, which 
remains at nine percent and 
threatens Obama’s chances of 
re-election in 2012. 

Obama called for reforming 
the expensive government 


pension and healthcare 
programs and repeated a 
pledge to simplify U.S. tax 
laws. But his main message 
focused on the economy, 
which has been slow to 
recover from the recession 
that ended in 2009. 

Data on Tuesday showed 
growth in sales at U.S. retailers 
slowed in January, partly due 
to harsh winter weather across 
much of the country, but the 
trend remained supportive of 
an acceleration in economic 
growth. 

Obama signaled a willingness 
to go further on spending 
cuts just not in the short 
term. Financial markets, he 
said, would be satisfied if 
both parties worked together 
on cutting the deficit over the 
long-term. 

“I think what the markets want 
to see is progress,” he said. “If 
they see us chipping away at 
this problem in a serious way, 
even if we haven’t solved 100 
percent of it all in one fell 


California governor Brown freezes state hiring 



SAN FRANCISCO 
California Governor Jerry 
Brown ordered a hiring freeze 
on Tuesday across the state’s 
government to help cut costs 
in the face of a budget gap of 
at least $25 billion. 

The budget deficit of the 
nation’s most populous 
state is closely tracked in 
financial markets. California 
is the biggest issuer of U.S. 
municipal debt, and is of 
concern in Washington as 
some in Congress have 
discussed crafting legislation 
to allow states to declare 
bankruptcy to ease their fiscal 
woes. 

The U.S. economy may be 
recovering but state and local 
governments still face weak 
revenue due to the recession, 
housing and financial 
market slumps, hesitant 
consumer spending and high 
unemployment. 

Brown’s order applies to 
vacant, seasonal, full-time 
and part-time positions and 
will save $363 million in 
operational costs in the next 
fiscal year beginning in July, 
Brown’s office said. 

“The hiring freeze will be 
in effect until agencies and 


departments prove that they 
can achieve these savings,” 
Brown, sworn in last month, 
said in the statement. 

It was the latest move by the 
72-year-old Democrat to trim 
state spending on his own 
as he seeks approval from 
lawmakers for his budget 
plan. 

It includes proposals for $12.5 
billion in spending cuts and 
calls on the legislature to put 
a ballot measure to voters in 
June to extend tax increases 
scheduled to expire this year. 
Democrats, who control the 
legislature, are expected to 
support Brown’s cuts to help 
win Republican votes needed 


to advance a measure to the 
ballot. 

The tax extensions, spending 
cuts and other moves would 
close a budget gap Brown 
estimated last month in his 
budget plan at $25.4 billion 
through mid-2012. 

That deficit may swell to more 
than $27 billion after Brown 
canceled a plan to sell state 
buildings and if his proposal 
for creating a nearly $1 billion 
reserve survives budget talks 
with lawmakers. 

In addition to the hiring freeze, 
Brown has ordered sharp 
reductions in mobile phones 
for state employees and in the 
state’s vehicle fleet.□ 



swoop, then that will provide 
more confidence that that 
Washington can work.” 

How well Washington works 
will be put on display in the 
coming weeks. 

Conservatives — with Tea 
Party backing are pushing to 


make huge cuts this year with 
hundreds of amendments to 
the House bill. But the Senate, 
controlled by Obama’s 
Democrats, is unlikely to back 
deep cuts approved by the 
House. □ 
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Coca-Cola says socret of its recipo still intact 



Kerry Tressler. 

The show said the recipe 
matched another one once 
found in a notebook owned by 
Pemberton, which is in Coke’s 
archives. 


Archive director Philip 
Mooney told the show that 
many similar, if not identical, 
recipes have surfaced in the 
past that claim to be the one 
for what has become one of the 


world’s best-known brands. 
“Could it be a precursor? 
Yeah, absolutely,” Mooney 
told the show. “Is this the one 
that went to market? I don’t 
think so.’Q 


Publix, Whole Foods markets 
top grocery satisfaction survey 


NEW YORK - Coca-Cola 
Co said on Tuesday that 
its flagship cola recipe is 
still secret after nearly 125 
years, denying a story by a 
public radio show that it has 
uncovered the formula. 

“This American Life,” a 
weekly radio program, said 
it found the closely guarded 
formula in an article in Coke’s 
hometown newspaper, the 
Atlanta Journal Constitution, 
from February 1979. 

A photo that appeared with 
the article shows pages from 
a notebook with a handwritten 
list of ingredients such as 
sugar, lime juice, vanilla and 
caramel. It also lists oils of 
cinnamon, neroli, coriander, 
nutmeg, lemon and orange. 
The show, produced by WBEZ 
Chicago and distributed by 
Public Radio International, 
claims the notebook originally 


belonged to a friend of John 
Pemberton, the pharmacist 
who created Coca-Cola in 
1886. 

The book passed through 
various hands and eventually 
landed with Georgia 
pharmacist Everett Beal, 
who was an acquaintance 
of the newspaper writer, 
according to Beal’s widow, 
who was interviewed by “This 
American Life” host Ira Glass. 
Coke, the world’s largest soft 
drink maker, denied that the 
formula is the same as the one 
for its cola, which is kept in an 
Atlanta bank vault. 

“Many third parties, including 
‘This American Life,’ have 
tried to crack our secret 
formula. 

Try as they might, they’ve been 
unsuccessful because there is 
only one ‘Real Thing,”’ said 
Coca-Cola spokeswoman 


LOS ANGELES - Publix 
Super Markets Inc and Whole 
Foods Market Inc were the 
top-rated U.S. supermarket 
chains in 2010, according 
to a new study released by 
the American Customer 
Satisfaction Index on Tuesday. 
Consumer satisfaction with 
supermarkets in 2010 slipped 
for the first time in three years, 
falling 1.3 percent from a year 
earlier to an AC SI score of 75 
out of 100. 

Higher food prices were 
a major contributor to the 
decline in satisfaction, AC SI 
researchers said. 

Overall costs for food rose 
1.5 percent in 2010 after 
declining in 2009. Big price 
increases on staples like beef, 
dairy and produce have been 
particularly painful for some 
cash-strapped shoppers. 
Publix operates in the U.S. 
Southeast and has led the 
category every year since 
1994. Roughly 2,000 
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consumers polled during the 
fourth-quarter of 2010 gave 
Publix a rating of 84, a 2 
percent decline from a year 
ago. 

Whole Foods, which has been 
luring new customers with its 
focus on value and selection, 
rose 4 percent to 79. Austin- 
based Whole Foods recently 
has been the top-performing 
large U.S. supermarket chain 
as its well-heeled customers 
spend a bit more freely on 
things like organic fruits and 
vegetables. 

Kroger Co, the largest 
mainstream U.S. grocery 
chain, was close behind Whole 
Foods with an unchanged 
score of 78. 

Supervalu Inc and Safeway 
tied at 74. 

Supervalu, which has been 
losing market share and 
struggling to get its pricing 
line with rivals, was down 
4 percent. Safeway, which 
lowered its pricing to par with 


competitors, was up 3 percent. 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc, which 
sells more groceries than any 
other U.S. retailer, ranked 
last after respondents gave its 
grocery business a score of 
71. That was unchanged from 
a year ago. 

“While supermarket chains 
like Publix thrive on the 
strength of their customer 
service, Wal-Mart continues 
to be a place where people 
shop because of price,” said 
Claes Fomell, founder of the 
ACSI. 

“Service has a strong impact 
on customer satisfaction, but 
low prices coupled with low 
quality do not,” he said. 

A separate survey from the 
National Grocers Association 
showed that the most important 
factors for determining where 
shoppers spend their money 
included access to high- 
quality fruits and vegetables, 
product freshness, and a clean, 
neat store. □ 
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Senators propose 


Tobacco out of basebal 



CHICAGO - Take it out of 
the ball game. 

That was the request from 
two top Democratic Senators, 
who urged the heads of Major 
League Baseball and the 
players union to ban the use of 
smokeless tobacco products 
on the field, in the dugout, and 
in the locker room. 

A similar ban on chewing 
tobacco has been in place 
in baseball’s minor leagues 
for decades now and Illinois 
Senator Dick Durbin and 
New Jersey Senator Frank 
Lautenberg said it was time 
for the major leagues to 
follow suit. “We now know 
conclusively that smokeless 
tobacco endangers the health 
of baseball players who use 
it, but it also affects millions 
of young people who watch 
baseball,” Durbin and 
Lautenberg wrote in a letter 
to baseball commissioner 


Bud Selig, which was 
made available to news 
organizations. In the letter, 
the senators cited a survey 
that found use of smokeless 
tobacco products by high 
school boys has increased 
by 36 percent since 2003 
an uptick they laid partly 
at the door of baseball, 
where players chewing and 
spitting smokeless tobacco 
is a common site. “The use 
of smokeless tobacco by 
baseball players undermines 
the positive image of the 
sport and sends a dangerous 
message to young fans, who 
may be influenced by the 
players they look up to as role 
models,” the senators wrote. 
Baseball historians say 
smokeless tobacco gained 
a foothold in the sport in its 
earliest days because it was a 
way for players to keep their 
mouths from getting dry. 

But the practice has endured. 
A 1988 study published in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association of 1109 
members of major and minor 
league professional baseball 
teams during spring training 
found that 39 percent were 
using smokeless tobacco and 
most had started when they 
were teenagers. □ 



Join us for an elegant dining experience 
with our gracious staff and live piano music. 
Also featuring an outdoor dining patio. 

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino 

SlIAkMOlSlJ 

For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: steakhouse@manchebo.com 


Al Qaeda militant-turned-witness released 


NEW YORK - A U.S. man 
who aided al Qaeda and 
helped train the lead London 
suicide bomber whose attacks 
killed 52 people has been 
free for two years, released in 
virtual secret after cooperating 
with U.S. prosecutors, court 
documents show. 

A naturalized U.S. citizen 
from Pakistan, Mohammed 
Junaid Babar, 35, once faced 
charges that could have led to 
a 70-year prison sentence, had 
he been convicted at trial. 

But he walked free after less 
than five years in prison upon 
pleading guilty and becoming 
a star witness for British and 
American prosecutors. 

Babar’s release was kept quiet 
by the U.S. government and 
came as a surprise to many 
security experts. 

His release was reported in 
Britain’s Guardian newspaper 
over the weekend, citing U.S. 
court documents. 

The documents, made public 
in January, show Babar was 
sentenced in December to 



time served by U.S. District 
Court Judge Victor Marrero 
and that he had already been 
released under unspecified 
conditions two years earlier. 
At the hearing, Babar’s 
defense attorney, Daniel 
Ollen, said Babar had been 
released more than two years 
earlier pending his sentencing. 
Babar became a star witness 
when he helped investigators 
lock up militant plotters, 
including five men arrested in 
2004 in Britain with explosive 


material. 

He also testified in another 
trial in Canada, and shared 
valuable intelligence with 
authorities. 

While the U.S. justice system 
often gives criminals lighter 
sentences in exchange for 
testifying against former 
cohorts, the practice is rare 
with suspects accused of 
serious terrorism offenses. 
“Babar is unique because 
we don’t have many 
cooperators,” said Karen 
Greenberg, executive director 
of New York University 
School of Law’s Center on 
Law and Security. “We don’t 
really have another one in his 
category that we know of.” 
Babar was arrested in New 
York City in April 2004 and 
pleaded guilty to serious 
terrorism charges a few 
months later, when he struck 
a deal with U.S. prosecutors 
in Manhattan he would 
testify against other militants 
and they would recommend a 
lower sentence. □ 
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Billion dollar boost for U.S. health research? 



WASHINGTON - Health and 
science research would get 
a billion-dollar boost under 
the 2012 budget proposed 
Monday by US President 
Barack Obama, including a 
major new project to speed 
lab advances into cures. 

The increase for the National 
Institutes of Health stood out 
amid the overall $3.7 trillion 
budget plan that would slash 
$90 billion in spending in 
2012 and $1.1 trillion over the 
next 10 years. 

But it faces hefty opposition 
from Republican lawmakers. 
They aim to trim a billion 
dollars from the world’s 
largest public research 
institute as part of other cuts 
to science and research, which 
they say are necessary as 
America faces a $1.65 trillion 


deficit this year alone. 

Leaders of the US 
government’s major health 
centers, well aware that 
the budget faces a hostile 
Congress, sought to frame the 
Obama plan as a way of doing 
more with less. “New frontiers 
have the promise to unlock 
revolutionary treatments and 
cures from diseases ranging 
from Alzheimer’s to cancer 
to autism,” said Health and 
Human Services Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius. 

“Our budget will allow the 
world’s leading scientists 
to pursue these discoveries 
while keeping America at 
the forefront of biomedical 
research.” 

Sebelius said that despite 
the 3.4% hike for NIH, other 
spending cuts in government 


agencies resulted in an across- 
the-board budget that was 
“slightly below 2010” levels. 
“We have to figure out a 
way that existing resources 
actually not only accomplish 
the earlier missions but also 
the new missions that have 
been given to us over the past 
few years,” she told reporters. 
Obama’s budget would also 
raise by 13% the annual 
budget for the National 
Science Foundation, bringing 
it from $6.9 billion to $7.8 
billion, and trim the Centers 
for Disease Control by 8.8%, 
to $5.8 billion. 

CDC chief Thomas Frieden 
said his agency’s budget 
retooling was “complex” 
and included new programs 
toward HIV/AIDS prevention 
in the United States and global 


polio eradication as well as 
decreases in environmental 
and occupational health. 
Those adjustments, 

together with some internal 
restructuring, leave the entire 
CDC at “about level” with its 
2010 spending, he said. 

NIH director Francis Collins 


said his agency will refocus 
its efforts to bring laboratory 
discoveries more quickly 
to patients through a new 
institution called the National 
Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences, which 
has been estimated at around a 
billion dollars.□ 


10% DISCOUNT ON AftAiCARTE MENU 

Breezes Restaurant 

&?Baml)oo Lounge 

‘We dare to be deliciously different” 

Make the Breezes Experience a Must! on your 
vacation and be amazed with Quality, 
Service and Superb Caribbean 

Un ^ ^ nternatwna ^ C u i s i ne 

Fre$h Seafood - IISDA Prime Steaks 
Lamb & Poultry 



Open daily from 5:30PM-10:00PM 
Conveniently located past the 
Old Dutch Mill on the corner 
y of Sasaki Highway. 

* (n Look for the 2-story building 

Reservation recommended 
at Tel: 586-1115 7565-6644 




Don’T miss our UconcsDAV 5 Fridrv 

(EnTERTflinnOT mom 6:00Pm ■ 8:00Pfn 

T0%Discount on F&B 

(cannot be combined with any other promotion) 


Obama’s budget betrayal 

Conservatives have become so successful at hundreds of billions to rich folk? 


determining the contours of the debate over tax 
cuts and spending that it has become possible 
for President Obama to simultaneously screw 
his own side and still give conservative fits or 
at least pretend fits that work just as well for 
the purpose of daily press coverage. 

Obama’s $3.7 billion budget proposes $1.1 
trillion in savings over the next decade. Like 
a responsible Republican who is beholden 
primarily, but not exclusively, to the wealthy, 
the mix is one-third tax increases, and two- 
thirds spending cuts, almost all of which come 
from the non-military part of the budget. But 
the words “responsible” and “Republican” are 
no longer typeable together except in moods 
of mockery, or at least wistfulness. Sen. Jim 
DeMint (R-SC) issued a statement insisting 
the budget would “push us over the edge into 
generational debt,” adding that it was up to 
Congress now to “save our nation from the 
coming fiscal crisis.” Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN) 
said much the same thing, complaining the 
budget plan would “not get the debt or deficit 
under control.” This was just hours before, as 
Steven Benen pointed out, both men introduced 
yet another measure designed to further lower 
taxes on the very rich, because, after all, how 
to close the budget gap without giving away 


Whether liberals wish to defend Obama or give 
up on him pretty much depends on whether 
they have already decided to give up or keep 
defending him. It’s the same argument as 
always, which is “yes it stinks, but have you 
seen what those other guys want?” True, but 
other guys always manage to get more of what 
they want in the end. For instance, Obama 
proposes to cut oil and gas tax incentives: 
by $46 billion over 10 years and use that 
money for research and development into 
greener and more efficient means of energy 
production. Atlantic Monthly writers suggest 
this should “please progressives.” But where in 
the document does Obama explain how he is 
going to get one of the most powerful lobbies 
in Washington to he down and die for the sake 
of plowing the money back into research and 
development support? And even if they did 
which, I repeat, IS NOT GOING TO HAPPEN 
a measly $4 billion a year is nowhere near 
enough to make clean energy available the 
quantities needed to prevent dangerous climate 
chaos from taking place. Obama also accepts 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ proposed $78 
billion in defense cuts and wants to use that 
money to invest in a $50 billion infrastructure 
“bank” for improved transportation. □ 




































local experience for international press group at Marriott 



AiiTran offers 
$154 deal to 
Aruba 

AirTran Airways has just 
sprung a two-day fare 
sale. Tickets must be 
booked before Feb. 18 
for travel through May 
24, and 10-day advance 
purchase is required. As 
part of the strategy to 
fill seats, airlines have 
trimmed schedules and 
fleets and more carefully 
control sales — meaning 
that they tend to be short. 
This gives the carriers a 
chance to ensure a certain 
number of seats will be 
sold, particularly those 
that are harder to sell 
because of time of week 
or year, without giving 
away the store. For this 
sale, the lowest prices 
will be available on off- 
peak days, which in the 
Continental United States 
are Monday-Thursday. 
For those bound for the 
Caribbean, Bermuda and 
Mexico, off-peak fares 
are available Sunday- 
Wednesdays. And there 
are some blackout days. 
To give you some idea of 
what kinds of savings the 
carrier is offering, here 
are some one-way sample 
fares from Boston: 
Aruba $154, Atlanta $99, 
Baltimore $49, Bermuda 
$134, Charlotte $109, 
Chicago (Midway) $114, 
Dallas/Ft. Worth $109, 
Denver $149, Detroit 
$ 119, Fort Lauderdale 
$99, Fort Myers $104, 
Houston (Hobby) $109, 
Key West $139, Las 
Vegas $159, Los Angeles 
(LAX) $159, Miami 
$ 104, Minneapolis/St. 

Paul $109, Nassau $104, 
New Orleans $110, 
Orlando $99, Pensacola/ 
Gulf Coast $99, Phoenix 
$ 149, Raleigh/Durham 

$94 San Francisco $159, 
Sarasota/Bradenton $99, 
Seattle $159, Tampa $99, 
and West Palm Beach 
$99. 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA - 
From February 9 - 12, a group 
of five U.S. and Canadian 
press members visited the 
beautiful island of Aruba to 
explore the destination “local 
style”. With a diversity of 
writers, a variety of activities 
were scheduled based on 
the individual needs. On 
Wednesday evening, the 
group enjoyed a spectacular 
dinner at Marriott’s beachfront 
restaurant Simply Fish. 

On Thursday 

morning, adventure writer 
Teresa Gotay and PR rep 
Robert Martinez went off 
roading with De Palm Tours 
visiting the other side of 
Aruba including the Natural 
Pool. Meanwhile Marriott’s 
PR Coordinator Keirsin 
Tjon took culinary writers 
Hillary Davis and Christopher 
Mariani to one of Aruba’s 
hidden gems “Zeerover”, 
enjoying fresh catches of the 
day and amazing scenery 
in Savaneta. Luxury travel 
writer from Glam Magazine 
Lauren Barth experienced a 
day at the Balinese Mandara 


Spa followed by a lunch 
at Marriott’s luxurious 
Tradewinds Club. For 
traditional Aruban food, the 
culinary group and free lance 
writer Melanie Reffes enjoyed 
a delicious meal at the Old 
Kunuku House, tasting bits 
of pan bati, conch, keshi yena 
and cabrito stoba. On Friday 
Teresa took up the challenge 
to learn how to windsurf at 
Vela Windsurf Center and 
an afternoon beach tennis 
lesson with Aruba’s beach 
tennis pro Bertrand. Hillary 


had the pleasure to participate 
in a cooking demonstration 
with local Chef Marlon, who 
showed her how to cook 
traditional Aruban fishcakes. 
The trip ended on Friday 
evening with drinks at local 
bar 080 Cafe followed by a 
farewell dinner at Portuguese 
and Aruban inspired Gostoso 
restaurant. Owner and 
Chef Jose Do Nascimento 


introduced the group with a 
different kind of sushi, “creole 
sushi”, very popular with 
the journalists. The Aruba 
Marriott would like to thank 
the De Palm Tours, Mandara 
Spa, Vela Windsurf, Zeerover, 
the Old Kunuku House, Aruba 
Beach Tennis, 080 Cafe and 
Gostoso restaurant for their 
cooperation and hospitality 
with this press trip.Q 
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A love affair with seafood at Aqua Grill 



PALM BEACH - On love for each other and their 
Valentine’s Day, couples love of seafood at Aqua Grill, 
chose to celebrate both their Palm Beach’s popular seafood 


restaurant, located across 
from the Hyatt and next to 
Amazonia. 

The chicly Caribbean 
restaurant, with nuances of 
rustic New England charm, 
offers diners live Maine 
lobster, the island’s largest 
raw bar, fresh fish and grilled 
steaks, as well as selections 
from a diverse wine list. 
Many guests on Valentine’s 
evening also took advantage 
of the restaurant’s patio and 
dined al fresco under the stars. 

In addition to the regular 
menu, Chef Scott prepared a 
three-course Valentine dinner 
special that included his 
classic seafood chowder or a 
Caesar salad, followed by a 
choice of seared wild salmon 
and garlic shrimp or grilled 
filet mignon paired with 
Caribbean lobster tail. 

Chef Scott prepared an 
almond plum tiramisu for a 
sweet ending to the meal.Q 




Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 


Win your share of $300 in CASH PRIZES! 
Earn one FREE entry ticket for every 50 points 
earned today from 10am to 10pm. 


Cash Prize raffles from 10:30pm to 11:30pm! 


C~A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


y< 


• 5 *. 


• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Bonus BINGO Thursday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPURTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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Indiana group falls in love with Aruba 


PALM BEACH - For couples from Bluffton, Indiana are 
spending a week at the Marriott Surf Club in Aruba. This is their 
first time to Aruba and they are enjoying diving, snorkeling, 
relaxing and eating good food. Keith & Kay Gerber, Jay & Deb 
Gerber, Bob & Ann Meyer, and Ked and Shelley Ringger are 
really good friends and they are here with Kent Gerber who has 
been to Aruba 23 times. 

They all left their children and grandchildren back in Indiana 
where it has really been cold and snowy. Ked Ringger is camera 
shy so that is why he has to take his picture with 2 girls. So far 
they are really enjoying the Island and hope to come back in the 
future. 


More than just the best pizza on the island ... 

Casa Tua’s highlight of the day: Ossobuco that melts in your mouth 


PALM BEACH - Located on 
Palm Beach in the Arawak Gar¬ 
dens, Casa Tua presents a fresh 
under-the-stars approach to 
dining in Aruba. The outdoor 
atmosphere is cool and relaxed; 
the name says it all “Casa Tua” 
meaning “Your Home” in Italian. 

The menu varies with a wide 
array of Italian dishes includ¬ 
ing a Sicilian-style thin crust 
pizza dripping with cheese, 
fresh-made tomato sauce and a 
variety of toppings in the meat, 
seafood and veggie categories. 

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT of 
the menu is the Ossobuco di 
Vitello con Tagliatelle which 
is a mouth watering Veal Os¬ 
sobuco (shank) stewed with red 
wine, parsley, Rosemary, oreg¬ 
ano, onions and lemon juice 
served with the most unique 
Tagliatelle . After the first bite, 
patrons are seen pinching 
themselves to see if they are 
dreaming or actually taking 
a true bite of seventh heaven . 

The menu doesn’t stop there 
as Casa Tua features incredible 
appetizers including shrimp 



bruschetta, fresh marinated 
seafood, escargots, amazing 
salads, homemade soups start¬ 
ing at $8 and authentic Italian 
lasagnas & pastas starting at 
just $13. The staff at this popu¬ 
lar eatery has set the standard 
on the island for the term “great 
service” not only with your din¬ 
ning pleasure, but recognized 
as ‘the’ professionals in assisting 
guests with the perfect cocktail, 
paired wine or other beverages. 

After just one dinner at Casa 
Tua, you’ll know your home 
in this family owned eatery. 
Of course we saved the best 
for last as no one does an end¬ 
ing better than Casa Tua with 
their dreamy Tiramisu, or Prof¬ 
iteroles au Chocolat Chaud. 

The best part about such a 
good ending is that it guaran¬ 
tees you’ll be back for more... 

Opening Hours: 

Dinner 5:30 PM - 10:30 PM 
For more information 
or reservations please call Tel: 

(297) 586-8470 

www.casatuaaruba.com 
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Argentine love-birds married on Eagle Beach 




EAGLE BEACH - Last 
Saturday, surrounded by 
loving friends and family, 
Andres Rondineau and Susana 
Parcero from Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, confirmed their 
love to each other with the 
exchange of wedding vows at 
sunset. 

The couple’s union was 
sealed by Rev. Pai Sai Lato de 
la Iglesia Maradoniana, who 
declared them husband and 
wife by the powers invested in 
him by Friendship and Love. 


The witnesses were Carina 
Molina and Tomas Rondineau. 
The ceremony was filled with 
emotional moments, tears of 
joy and laughter. A message 
from Andres’ daughter, Maria, 
had a special place during the 
event. 

The groom is a former resident 
of Aruba, and the very first day 
he met his bride he promised 
her the most romantic wedding 
ever . The Argentinian 
community plotted to 
make it unforgettable and 



prepared balloons, flowers 
and transportation in style, 
choosing a very special spot 
on Eagle Beach which could 
be viewed by Web Cam, by 
friends and family members 


in Argentina. After the 
ceremony there was a mega- 
lively party at Fernando and 
Carina Latorraca's residence 
which lasted to the wee hours 
of Sunday morning.□ 



KEEP ARUBA CLEAN... 


THANKS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AND ONLY HOMEMADE ADODAN CIGAD 

SOLEDAD 14-A, IXIOORD • TEL: (297) 593-G177 • bap59@live.cam 






ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi started the newest export product of Aruba, locally 
produced cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 

has always had an interest in the cigar business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing his own tobacco 
crop. After many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and Cuba 
he started his own production and cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten years. Petrocchi dedication to the 
cigars is important for the molding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. The cigar box is specially 
designed for the cigars with the logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a promotion for Aruba through fine quality 
cigars. The company sells International cigars as well. Buy a gift 
box of Aruhiba Corona with five cigars and you 

will get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Located at the Historic Dutch Windmill. Open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9am till 8:30pm. And open on Sunday from 9am to 1pm. 
Aruhiba is only available in above 
mentioned stores. Visit our 
authentic tobacco farm where cigars 
are handmade. For tour to the 
tabaco factory call: 586-0347 



BUY & RECEIVE ONE ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 
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BU6AL0E 

Beach Bar and Grill 


HAPPY HOUR 

Daily 5 - 6pm 


prices on 
Balashi S. Mojito’s 


J. E. Irausquin Blvd 79 at De Palm Pier • (297) 586 2233 • www.bugaloe.com • info@bugaloe.com * Open daily: 9am - 12am 


How best to boost 
the Working poor’? 



Why Iran’s protesters won’t quit 



The Great Recession has 
badly damaged the “American 
dream” the national ethos 
that everyone can move 
toward a richer and fuller life 
according to their work and 
ability, regardless of social 
class and circumstance. 

“We are moving away from 
shared prosperity,” says 
Brandon Roberts. “It is 
disturbing.” 

Mr. Roberts is lead author 
of a new study of “working 
poor” families, the nearly 1 
in 3 working families who 
earn less than 200 percent of 
the official poverty threshold. 
These are families who do 
have a member working 
steadily, but are “hard-pressed 
to stay afloat in the weak 
economy,” he says. They are 
one paycheck away from 
major financial difficulty. 

The poverty line varies 
according to state and size 
of family. But for a family 
of four it runs about $22,000 
in Washington, D.C. The 
families of the working poor 
earn more than that, so they 
don’t qualify for all sorts of aid, 
but they still have to manage 
on less than $44,000 a year 
in the nation’s high-priced 
capital. In 2008, the first year 


of the Great Recession, these 
families already represented 
28.8 percent of all working 
families. A year later, they 
made up 30.1 percent an 
increase of 250,000 families, 
Roberts says. These families 
numbered 45 million people, 
including 22 million children. 
“The plight of these families 
now challenges a fundamental 
assumption that in America 
work pays,” notes the study by 
“The Working Poor Families 
Project.” 

“There is really broad-based 
distress,” says Lawrence 
Mishel, president of the 
liberal Economic Policy 
Institute in Washington. 
American incomes “remain 
substantially below what they 
were before the recession.” 

A more vigorous economic 
upturn would help reverse 
the situation. But the current 
recovery from this deep 
recession has been slower than 
usual. To foster substantial 
improvement would require 
changes in policy. 

To Roberts, the best way to 
move working poor families 
into the middle class is to 
boost their financial ability 
to pay for a college education 
for their children.□ 


A man in Tehran climbed a 
crane about five stories tall 
Monday, waved pictures 
and symbols of Iran’s green 
movement, and threatened to 
jump to his death. But police 
managed to arrest him before 
he became a martyr, like the 
man who set himself ablaze 
earlier this year, sparking 
Tunisia’s revolution. 

The Iranian was one of tens 
of thousands who poured 
into the streets of Tehran 
and other cities across the 
country, reinvigorated by 
the revolutions in Egypt and 
Tunisia. But unlike Egypt and 
Tunisia, Monday was Round 
3 for Iran’s protesters, whom 
authorities thought they had 
silenced through intense 
intimidation campaigns 
since the first outpouring 
in June 2009, after the 
allegedly fraudulent election 
of President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. In January 
alone, more than 70 Iranians 
were hanged on various 
charges. In the last two weeks, 
dozens of opposition leaders 
have either been arrested or 
become targets of monitoring, 


according to Human Rights 
Watch. Opposition leaders 
Mir-Hossein Mousavi and 
Mehdi Karroubi were placed 
under house arrest. This 
month, they requested a 
permit for protests but were 
denied. But the protesters still 
came out Monday, along with 
the militias and riot police, 
despite low expectations due 
to severe crackdowns and 
police brutality. And while 
demonstrators wised up and 
tried new tactics, including 
a Facebook page that gained 
more than 60,000 fans in just 
over a week, like the one 
that helped start protests in 


Egypt, riot police changed 
their ways too, this time 
disguising themselves as 
young protesters. 

“The Basijis [militia] were 
unrecognizable,” a journalist 
told The Daily Beast on the 
condition of anonymity. 
“They went among the people 
and all of a sudden they would 
take someone by the hand 
and pull him on the ground. 
Unlike the last times, when 
they sported beards, they had 
styled hair and wore stylish 
clothes. I myself was hit with 
batons several times. After 
several hours, it still hurts 
where they hit me.’Q 


Will multiculturalism end Europe? 


Multiculturalism has “totally failed,” says 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

“State multiculturalism has had disastrous 
results,” says Britain’s David Cameron. 

Is multiculturalism a failure in France? “My 
answer is clearly yes, it is a failure,” says 
President Nicolas Sarkozy. 

Ex-Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar has 
declared multiculturalism a failure in Spain, 
saying it divides and debilitates Western 
societies. 

Only in Canada and the U.S., it seems, is the 
issue still in dispute. 

Yet these European leaders are not leading 
anyone. They are far behind the people, and 
their belated appreciation of the idea of national 
identity is but a product of political panic. Take 
Merkel in Germany. 


Last summer, Thilo Sarrazin published a 
book the title of which may be translated as 
“Germany Abolishes Itself.” 

Sarrazin argued that Germany’s gastarbeiters, 
guest workers Turks, Kurds, Arabs are 
dumbing down the nation. While Germany’s 
birth rate fell below replacement levels decades 
ago, these foreigners with less intelligence and 
much higher dropout, welfare and crime rates 
are rapidly replacing the declining German 
population. 

“It is a matter of culture,” said Sarrazin, and 
“Islam is the culture.” This is why Muslim 
immigrants are “socially, culturally and 
intellectually inferior to most everyone else.” 
Yet Sarrazin did use the phrase a “genetic 
minus” to describe migrants from the Middle 
East.Q 




































liver Fire 


By: Dr. Carlos Viana 
Special to Aruba Today 
As we approach the clinic, a 
gentleman is quietly waiting 
for his first Traditional 
Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
consultation. Several other 
people seem restless and 
anxious, talking loudly, 
almost shouting although 
they have only been sitting 
for a short time. After a long 
unusual season of rain, most 
of us are grateful to sit in the 
sunshine and invite the trade 
winds back. 

However, although it is not 
yet the time of “high winds” 
as spring nears, we have 
bursts of the heavy breezes, 
which are the trade mark 
of our Island. The tropical 
sun can be unbearable with 
no wind, but for some, 
heavy wind becomes just as 
unbearable. In the Peoples 
Republic of China, we called 
the destructive effects of high 
wind, “wind evil.” 

Most people can withstand the 
negative consequences of gale 
force wind, but some, who 
have been consuming greasy 
or otherwise unhealthy foods, 
drinking too much alcohol or 
working too much the wind 
may bring a “sickness.” 
Anger, frustration, resentment 
and hatred over a long period 
of time can also make one 
susceptible to the negative 


effects of wind. Today’s group 
brings a mix of symptoms and 
complaints which has not been 
relieved by other methods. 
We will begin now, with 
anemia, menstrual problems, 
pale, fungus or easily broken 
fingernails, then liver 
problems, headaches, high 
blood pressure, eye and ear 
troubles, difficulty sleeping 
or waking up between 1 and 
3 am. 

We find a whole host of 
stomach problems, swollen or 
painful chest or breast, heart 
palpitations, not being able to 
swallow in spite of no throat 
infection. Some “wind” 
affected people can be spotted 
from afar. They have a green 
hue around their mouths. 
Some as they walk into clinic 
leave a trail of strong perfume 
being used to cover up a sour 
body smell. Some people can 
barely walk in before they 
exclaim that they are “going 
crazy.” The wind will get 
stronger as spring approaches. 
With more wind, more people 
with “affected livers” will 
arrive. Many will hear me say 
“Your liver is hot!” “What? 
Is something wrong with my 
liver? I just checked and my 
house/family doctor said that 
everything was normal on my 
blood tests” 

A “hot” or “Liver Fire” will 
not show up on any medical 



test, except as possible 
liver hepatitis. If a medical 
symptom cannot be measured 
on a lab test, does it really 
exist? To some doctors, if 
all the medical tests come 
back “negative,” then the 
problem is “in your head.” 
Oriental Medical Doctors 
(OMD), look at human organs 
from a different perspective 
than standard or Western 
medicine. Western medicine 
studies only physical aspects 
of the organs. OMD’s are 
trained to look at the amount 
of energy an organ uses in 
relation to the other organs. 
We use the heart beat of both 
radial pulses to determine the 
amount of energy being or 
not being used by each organ. 
We “read” or feel the pulse 
on both hands to evaluate 
29 organ functions. Each 
pulse position tells us about 
a different organ and their 
relationships to each other. 

For example, if there is no 
pulse in the Kidney position, 
we know that the adrenal 
gland, which sits on top of the 
kidneys, is working overtime. 
This can interrupt proper 


sleep. Without sufficient 
Kidney Yin, there is no “Yin” 
energy to send to the Liver. If 
the liver has no Yin energy, 
hyperthyroidism or over- 
active thyroid, hypertension 
or high blood pressure, and/ 
or eye problems develop 
because of “Liver Fire.” If 
these deficiencies persist, the 
“Liver Fire” rises and begins 
to affect the stomach and 
heart. Deficient Heart Yin 
turns sleep problems into full 
blown insomnia, sometimes 
with heart palpitations’ and 
hearing problems. 

Unchecked, this becomes 
“Heart Fire Blazing Upwards” 
which can be felt in the throat 
as “something there,” mucus 
or a “lump.” Some people 
have their adenoids or tonsils 
and even thyroid removed 
with the feeling continuing. 
When the “Fire Blazing 
Upwards” reaches the head, 
symptoms include; ringing 
in the ears, dry, watery or 
twitching eyes, headaches and 
migraines. 

Adrenaline that is being 
over-produced stimulates 
the sympathetic nervous 
system. This makes the 
heart beat faster, closes ore 
dilates the blood vessels 
and relaxes the bronchial 
tubes. Blood Pressure can 
rise and emotional problems 
begin many times leading 
to prescription tranquilizing 
medication. 

Get The Point! People coming 
to clinic complaining of 
unexplained anger, stomach 


problems, heart problems, 
a feeling that “something is 
stuck in m throat”, headaches 
at the temples, dizziness, the 
list goes on; yet, they are 
all suffering from liver fire. 
Natural herbs and acupuncture 
quickly start feeling better. We 
are entering the time of year 
when liver have a tendency to 
“blaze” upwards producing 
all these possible symptoms. 
Want to feel better? Come in 
so we can check the function 
of your liver and make sure 
you are as healthy as you can 
be. 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doctor 
(O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee of 
the International Academy of 
Oral Medicine and Toxicology 
(IAOMT), a Rejuvenating 
Cell Therapist specializing 
in Age Management, has a 
weekly radio program, writes 
and lectures extensively. 
For information: VIANA 
HEALING CENTER, 

Kibaima 7, St Cruz TEL: 
585-1270 Web Site: www. 
vianaheal.com 

HEALTH FOR TODAY’S 
WORLD: 101 Great Wavs to 
Improve YOUR HEALTH , 

101 Expert Health tips, Inc. a 
chapter by “Aruba’s Barefoot 
Doctor.” Available at Viana 
Center, Hotel Gift Shops & 
Bookstores. □ 


Looking for RELIEF? TEL: 585-1270 



Pain & Inflammation — Sleep — Stress - Allergies — Stomach Problems, PMS, Menopause, 
Chronic colds & flu — Fertility, natural Pregnancy, Post-partum — Addiction (Alcohol, street 
& legal Drugs, Gambling, Sex, WEIGHT CONTROL) — AGE Management 


M-Sat at Kibaima 7 

(St. Cruz, opposite the Drive-in) 

Mon. at Rejuvenate Medi-Spa 

(Bubali 5 min, from the hotels) 

www.vianaheal.com 

viananatural@hotmail.com 


Dr. Carlos Viana 

Oriental Medicine, Clinical Nutrition, Colon Hydro Therapy 


In Bookstores & Gift shops 



101 

Great ways 
to improve 

Your 

Health 


"O RlKlAN'^DlLJOSip, 


Co-authored by Aruba’s 
Carlos Viana, o m.d., c m n 
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Egypt army seeks 6-month handover, Mubarak ailing 



g.S. calls for 
release of 
American in 
Pakistan 



LAHORE, Pakistan - Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama said 
on Tuesday Pakistan must 
respect the diplomatic im¬ 
munity of a U.S. consular 
employee jailed for shoot¬ 
ing dead two Pakistanis, in 
a case straining ties between 
the allies. 

Obama said Washington 
was working with Islam¬ 
abad to secure the release 
of Raymond Davis, a for¬ 
mer member of U.S. special 
forces who said he acted 
in self defense in an armed 
robbery in the city of Lahore 
last month. 

Washington says Davis has 
diplomatic immunity and 
should be released but the 
Pakistani government, fear¬ 
ful of a backlash from Paki¬ 
stanis already wary of the 
United States and enraged 
by the shooting, says the 
matter should be decided in 
court. 

“If our diplomats are in an¬ 
other country, then they are 
not subject to that country’s 
local prosecution,” Obama 
told a news conference in 
Washington. 

“We respect it with respect 
to diplomats who are here.” 
Freeing Davis could be risky 
for the unpopular Pakistani 
government, already strug¬ 
gling with a stagnant econo¬ 
my, growing discontent over 
rampant corruption, poverty 
and power cuts.Q 


CAIRO - Egypt’s military said 
on Tuesday it hoped to hand 
over to an elected government 
in six months, while the 
Muslim Brotherhood said 
emergency law should be 
lifted and political prisoners 
freed now. 

Rumors swirled about 


Hosni Mubarak’s health. 
Saudi-owned Asharq al- 
Awsat newspaper said it was 
deteriorating and the deposed 
president had refused to go 
abroad for treatment. 

A military source said 
Mubarak, 82, believed to be 
in the Red Sea resort of Sharm 


el-Sheikh, was “breathing.” 
Another Egyptian source with 
links to the family said he was 
unwell. 

But a source who said he 
spoke to Mubarak on Tuesday 
described him as “fine” and 
receiving telephone calls. 

The military’s remarks on 


the transition, carried by the 
state news agency, were the 
clearest sign since Mubarak 
quit on Friday that the 
generals are committed to a 
swift time frame for fulfilling 
their promises of elections 
and democracy. 

But the Islamist Brotherhood, 
echoing the demands of pro¬ 
democracy activists and 
reformists, said it wanted the 
military to carry out further 
steps immediately. 

“We, together with the entire 
nation are in need of a 
bridge of confidence between 
the army and the people,” 
Essam al-Erian, a senior 
Brotherhood member, told 
Reuters, referring to lifting 
emergency law and releasing 
political prisoners. 

On a public holiday for 
the Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday, Egypt paused for 
breath as the army sought to 
calm revolutionary fervor 
and get the country back to 
work. A dust storm deterred 
protests that have flared since 
Mubarak quit on Friday. 
Facing a rash of pent-up 
labor demands from groups 
ranging from bank staff and 
tour guides to policemen and 
steelworkers, the new military 
rulers have urged people not 
to disrupt further an economy 
jolted by the 18-day uprising 
against Mubarak. 

The central bank said banks 
would remain closed on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
after being closed on Monday 
because of strikes. 

In another sign of potential 
damage to the economy, 
Arafa Holding, Egypt’s 
biggest garment exporter, said 
on Tuesday it had closed its 
factories in Tenth of Ramadan 
City, in the desert outskirts 
west of Cairo, till February 17 
due to strikes.□ 


Daimler gets first woman on board 


BERLIN - Daimler 
announced that former 
supreme court judge Christine 
Hohmann-Dennhardt has 
become the German auto 
giant’s first-ever female board 
member. 

Hohmann-Dennhardt comes 
on board as integrity officer. 
The post of anti-corruption 
tsar was created last 
September after the company 
pleaded guilty to US bribery 
charges. 

In April 2010 the company 
agreed to pay $185 million 
(137 million euros) to settle 
US charges following a 
Foreign Corrupt Practices 
Act (FCPA) investigation into 
Daimler’s worldwide sales 
practices. 

Daimler admitted to making 
hundreds of improper 



payments worth tens of 
millions of dollars to foreign 
government officials in at 
least 22 countries between 
1998 and 2008. 

The appointment of the 


60-year-old former regional 
minister comes amid debate 
on the possible introduction 
of quotas on the number of 
women employed by German 
firms. Q 
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Bahrain square becomes new center for Arab anger 


DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates - Thousands of 
protesters took over a main 
square in Bahrain’s capital 
Tuesday carting in tents and 
raising banners in a bold 
attempt to copy Egypt’s 
uprising and force high- 
level changes in one of 
Washington’s key allies in the 
Gulf 

The move by demonstrators 
capped two days of clashes 
across the tiny island kingdom 
that left at least two people 
dead, parliament in limbo 
by an opposition boycott 
and the king making a rare 
address on national television 
to offer condolences for the 
bloodshed. 

Security forces apparently 
under orders to hold back 
watched from the sidelines 
as protesters chanted slogans 
mocking the nation’s ruling 
sheiks and called for sweeping 
political reforms and an end 
to monarchy’s grip on key 
decisions and government 
posts. The unrest in Bahrain, 
home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th 
Fleet, adds another layer to 
Washington’s worries in the 
region. In Yemen, police and 



government supporters battled 
nearly 3,000 marchers calling 
for the ouster of President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh in a fifth 
straight day of violence. 
Yemen is seen as a critical 
partner in the U.S. fight 
against a network inspired 
by al-Qaida. The Pentagon 
plans to boost its training of 
Yemen’s counterterrorism 
forces to expand the push 
against the al-Qaida in the 
Arabian Peninsula faction, 
which has been linked 
to attacks including the 
attempted airliner bombing in 
December 2009 and the failed 
mail bomb plot involving 
cargo planes last summer. 
Saleh has been holding talks 
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with Yemen’s powerful 
tribes, which can either tip 
the balance against him or 
give him enough strength to 
possibly ride out the crisis. 
The political mutinies in the 
Arab world show the wide 
reach of the calls for change 
spurred by the toppling of 
old-guard regimes in Tunisia 
and Egypt. 

In Jordan, hundreds of 
Bedouin tribesmen blocked 
roads to demand the 
government return lands they 
once owned. Saudi activists 
are seeking to form a political 
party in a rare challenge to the 
near-absolute power of the 
pro-Western monarchy. 
Yemen’s grinding poverty and 
tribal complexities also stand 
in contrast to the relative 


wealth and Western-style 
malls and coffee shops in 
Bahrain’s capital of Manama. 
But many in Bahrain still 
boiled down their discontent 
to a cry for economic justice 
as well saying the Sunni rulers 
control the privileges and 
opportunities and the Shiite 
majority struggles with what’s 
left over and are effectively 
blackballed from important 
state jobs. “I demand what 
every Bahraini should have: a 
job and a house,” said student 
Iftikhar Ali, 27, who joined 
the crowds in the seaside Pearl 
Square. “I believe in change.” 
Protesters quickly renamed it 
“Nation’s Square” and erected 
banners such as “Peaceful” 
that were prominent in Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square. Many waved 
Bahraini flags and chanted: 
“No Sunnis, no Shiites. We 
are all Bahrainis.” 

Others set up tents and 
distributed tea and kabobs for 
those planning to spend the 
night under one of the city’s 
landmarks: a nearly 300- 
foot (90-meter) monument 
cradling a giant white pearl¬ 
shaped ball that symbolizes 
the country’s heritage as a 
pearl diving center. 


Someone used stones to spell 
out the message in Arabic: 
“The real criminals are the 
royal family.” 

There is no direct call to bring 
down the king, whose family 
has ruled Bahrain for more 
than two centuries. But he is 
suddenly under unprecedented 
pressure to make serious 
changes in how the country is 
run. The key demands listed 
on a poster erected in the 
square included the release 
of all political prisoners, more 
jobs and housing, an elected 
Cabinet and the replacement 
of the longtime prime minister, 
Sheik Khalifa bin Salman A1 
Khalifa. 

Even the security forces 
they have battled represent 
something more than just 
state-backed muscle. 

Bahrain’s leaders have for 
years granted citizenship 
to Sunnis from across the 
region to expand their base 
of loyalists and try to gain 
demographic ground against 
Shiites, about 70 percent 
of the population of some 
500,000. Many of the Sunnis 
Jordanians, Syrians and others 
receive police jobs or other 
security-related posts.□ 


Three moderate quakes strike off Japan 
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HONG KONG - Three 
moderate undersea 

earthquakes of magnitudes 
between 5.1 and 5.4 struck off 
Japan and early Wednesday, 
US seismologists said, but 
no tsunami warning was 
immediately issued. 

The first quake, with a 
magnitude of 5.4, hit near 
the country’s southern 
Ryukyu Islands at a depth 
of just 4.7 kilometres (2.59 
miles) at 23:12 pm (1412 
GMT), the US Geological 
Survey (USGS) said. 

Its epicentre was 70 
kilometres from the city of 
Nawa, capital of Okinawa 
prefecture. 

That quake was followed 
by a 5.1 tremor that struck 
off the east coast of Japan’s 
largest island Honshu, some 
160 kilometres from the city 
of Sendai, at 4:06 am at a 
depth of 53.9 kilometres. 

A third earthquake 



measuring 5.2 hit 200 
kilometres from Sendai at 
5:01 am at a depth of 13.3 
kilometres, USGS said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of damage or 
casualties, or warnings of a 
possible tsunami. 

Around 20 percent of the 
world’s most powerful 
earthquakes strike Japan, 


which sits on the “Ring of 
Fire” surrounding the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Tectonics experts have warned 
of a 70 percent chance that 
the “Big One” a magnitude- 
seven earthquake or worse 
will strike the greater Tokyo 
region, home to around 35 
million people, within the 
next 30 years.Q 
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Canadian PM plays dawn 
chances of tax cuts in budget 



OTTAWA - Canadian Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
played down the chances that 
next month’s budget would 
contain tax cuts, saying in 
an interview broadcast on 
Tuesday that people were 
not going “to have a lot of 
goodies”. 

The minority Conservative 
government insists the budget 


will mark the end of a two- 
year C$48 billion ($48.5 
billion) stimulus program 
designed to fend off the worst 
of the economic crisis. 

It says one of its main 
priorities now is to eliminate 
a government budget deficit 
forecast to have hit C$56 
billion in the 2009-10 fiscal 
year. 


“We’re looking for ways in the 
budget that we can continue to 
support growth, but obviously 
ways that aren’t expensive to 
the treasury and will allow 
us to keep our deficit coming 
down,” Harper told the 1310 
News radio station. 

“I don’t think Canadians are 
expecting that they are going 
to have a lot of goodies. I think 
everyone understands the 
government has constrained 
financial room. But at the 
same time we’re committed 
to not raising taxes.” 

The Conservatives, who only 
have a minority of seats in the 
House of Commons, could be 
defeated over the budget if all 
three opposition parties vote 
against it. 

Harper repeated his position 
that an election now would be 
an unnecessary distraction. 
The Liberals, the biggest 
opposition party, are vowing 
to scrap C$6 billion in annual 
corporate tax cuts if they win 
power. 

“Raising taxes at this point 
in the credit recovery I 
think would be just about 
the dumbest thing any 
government could possibly 
do,” Harper said.Q 


Church attacked 
In northern Nigeria 



KANO, Nigeria - Gunmen 
attacked a church Tuesday 
in northern Nigeria, but it 
was unclear if there were 
casualties in the latest such 
incident in the region where 
dozens have been killed in 
recent months. 

“There was an attack on a 
church around the Gomari area 
of the city this evening and 
soldiers stationed there fired 
back,” police commissioner 
Mohammed Jinjiri Abubakar 
said of the incident in the city 
of Maiduguri. 

“We don’t know who the 
attackers are yet,” 
he added, saying he could 
not provide further details. A 
military spokesman could not 
be reached. 


Previous such incidents have 
been blamed on an Islamist 
sect known as Boko Haram, 
which launched an uprising 
in 2009 put down by a brutal 
military assault. 

Three churches were 
attacked on Christmas Eve in 
Maiduguri, 

killing six people. The sect has 
also claimed responsibility 
for the recent assassination of 
a high-profile candidate for 
governor. 

Dozens of people have been 
left dead in Nigeria’s north in 
recent months in hit-and-run 
shootings blamed on the sect, 
though police say politics 
may have also played a role in 
certain killings ahead of April 
elections. □ 
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Italy’s Berlusconi Indicted in prostitution probe 



MILAN - Italy’s Silvio 
Berlusconi, who has dodged 
corruption trials and no- 
confidence votes with the skill 
of an Olympic athlete, faced 
a potentially fatal challenge 


to his power Tuesday when 
a judge ordered him to stand 
trial on prostitution and abuse 
of power charges. 

Berlusconi is going on trial 
April 6 in Milan on charges 


that he paid for sex with a 
17-year-old Moroccan girl 
and then tried to cover it up. 
Berlusconi has been in court 
for a number of business- 
related charges, but this is 


the first time the 74-year- 
old billionaire businessman 
is being tried for personal 
conduct. 

The premier has called the 
accusations “groundless” 
and dismissed the case as a 
“farce,” accusing prosecutors 
of seeking to oust him from 
power. 

Judge Cristina Di Censo 
handed down the indictment 
with a terse statement that 
showed she believes there is 
sufficient evidence to subject 
Berlusconi to an immediate 
trial, as prosecutors had 
requested. The speeded-up 
procedure, which is ordered 
in cases of overwhelming 
evidence, skips a preliminary 
hearing. The trial will be heard 
by a panel of three judges, all 
of them women, all picked at 
random. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Berlusconi. He 
skipped a news conference in 
Sicily about immigration and 
did not talk to reporters upon 
arriving back home in Rome. 


“We didn’t expect anything 
different,” one of Berlusconi’s 
attorneys, Piero Longo, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Affaritaliani website. 

Still, the indictment just adds 
to his troubles. The three¬ 
time premier is politically 
vulnerable following a split 
with an ex-ally and the 
indictment will increase the 
pressure on him to resign a 
possibility he has repeatedly 
rejected. On Sunday, tens of 
thousands of women rallied 
across Italy to denounce 
Berlusconi’s conduct with 
young women, which they 
say degrades female dignity. 
The child prostitution charge 
carries a possible prison 
sentence of six months to 
three years. The abuse of 
influence charge, which 
experts say is more dangerous 
for Berlusconi, carries a 
possible sentence of four to 
12 years. Berlusconi could 
be barred permanently from 
public office if convicted of 
abusing his influence and 
sentenced to more than five 
years on that.Q 


BHP Billiton profits up 72% on surging demand 


SYDNEY - The world’s 
top miner BHP Billiton 
Wednesday said half-year 
profits surged 72 percent to 
US$10.52 billion as emerging 
markets snap up raw materials 
and the West edges out of its 
economic slump. 

BHP, which was foiled in 
takeover plans for Canadian 
fertilizer giant Potash Corp. 
and an Australian iron ore 
merger with arch-rival Rio 
Tinto, also said it would buy 


back US$10 billion in its 
shares this year. 

Chief executive Marius 
Kloppers said the results had 
been achieved despite BP’s 
major oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico and flood disasters, 
including widespread 

inundations in northeastern 
Australia. 

“We are proud of the results, 
despite things like the Gulf 
of Mexico events and floods 
around the world,” Kloppers 


told a media briefing. 

“The portfolio has shown that 
it performs at record margins, 
almost record cash flow, and 
we have done that in a manner 
which has been safe. 

“We’re very pleased with 
what opportunities the market 
has afforded us and how we 
have responded to them.” 
BHP said supply problems 
had buoyed prices for its 
products, which notably 
include coal and iron ore 


Japan, India sign free trade pact 

TOKYO - Japan and India 
signed a free trade pact 
Wednesday under which 
the high-tech nation and the 
South Asian population giant 
pledged to scrap tariffs on 
94 percent of goods within a 
decade. 

Japan’s Foreign Minister 
Seiji Maehara and Indian 
Commerce Minister Anand 
Sharma signed the agreement 
in Tokyo, hoping it will boost 
two-way trade, which totalled 
900 billion yen ($10.7 billion) 
in 2009.□ 





BHP Billiton 

18 

Lonsdale 


bound for industrialising 
Asia’s steel mills, while its 
Western Australian iron ore 
shipments set a new record. 

It said operating cash flow 
was at US$12.2 billion, while 
shareholders would receive 
an improved interim dividend 
of 46 US cents. 

“An improving economic 
backdrop and broader supply 
constraints continued to 
support the fundamentals for 
the majority of BHP Billiton?s 
core commodities,” BHP said 


in a statement. 

BHP also said it was 
“cautiously optimistic” about 
the global economy “given 
the continuation of robust 
growth in emerging markets 
and further positive signs of a 
sustainable recovery in major 
developed economies such as 
the US”. 

But the company added 
sovereign debt problems and 
growing inflation in Asia 
remained significant risks to 
future growth. □ 










































China turns to nutchman to boost track and field 

In this Monday June 1, 2009 file photo games in Hengelo, eastern Netherlands, bearers. Now comes the tough part: do 
Manager Jos Hermens of The Netherlands, Manager Jos Hermens helped turn Haile likewise with China, an Olympic juggernaut 
right, hugs Ethiopian athlete Haile Gebrselassie, Kenenisa Bekele and, by in just about everything, except athletics. 
Gebrselassie after his race at the FBK extension, Ethiopia into Olympic standard Associated Press „ 





This Jan. 16, 2011, file 

photo shows New York Jets 
linebacker David Harris. 
Associated Press 

Jets place 
franchise tag 
on linebacker 
David Harris 

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK - The Jets 
placed the franchise tag on 
playmaking linebacker David 
Harris on Tuesday, the first 
time the team has used the 
designation since 2006. 
Harris, who made a base 
salary of $550,000 in the final 
year of his rookie deal, was 
voted the team MVP by his 
teammates after having 99 
tackles and three sacks in his 
fourth season. 

General manager Mike 
Tannenbaum recently said re¬ 
signing Harris was a priority, 
and the Jets could still lock 
him up to a long-term deal 
once the NFL’s uncertain 
labor situation is cleared up 
despite placing the franchise 
tag on him. 

Continued on page B4 
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DISPORTS 



In this photo released by GAP2011 Germany’s Maria Riesch 
displays her bronze medals she won in the women’s super-G 
and downhill races at the alpine skiing World Championships 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Maria Riesch pulls out of 
team event at the worlds 

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, Germany (AP) — 
World Cup leader Maria Riesch of Germany has pulled out 
of the team event at the world championships. 

Riesch won bronze medals in the super-G and downhill 
despite battling the flu but decided to skip Wednesday’s 
competition to rest for the upcoming giant slalom and 
slalom events. Riesch’s decision Tuesday came a day after 
her friend and rival Lindsey Vonn of the United States cut 
short her championships to take care of a lingering head 
injury. □ 


Norman has surgery 
on his left shoulder 


WEST PALM BEACH, 
Florida (AP) — Greg 
Norman has had surgery 
on his left shoulder for 
the second time and hopes 
to get back to his limited 
golf schedule by July. 
Norman had arthroscopic 
surgery Monday at the 
University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, mainly to 
repair a tom labrum. The 
two-time British Open 


champion had surgery 
on the same shoulder in 
1998, although his doctors 
said they were not related. 
Norman also had surgery on 
his right shoulder in 2009. 
The Shark says he has 
known for six months that 
he would need surgery. 
He says with aggressive 
rehabilitation, he hopes 
to play able to compete 
toward the end of July.Q 


Women s college game 


suspended 

DAYTONA BEACH, 


Florida 

(AP) 

— A 

physical 


altercation 

between 

the 

women’s 

teams 

from 

Bethune- 


Cookman University and 
Maryland-Eastern Shore 
led officials to suspend the 
basketball game with 16:22 
left in the second half. 
Game officials, security 


after fights 

and both coaching staffs 
eventually broke up the 
melee on the court, sending 
the teams to their locker 
rooms. Officially the game 
was stopped because of 
unsportsmenlike behavior 
on both teams. Bethune- 
Cookman was leading 32- 
21 when play was halted. □ 


China looks for Olympic 
Inspiration from Hermens 



Liu Xiang from China competes during the 60 meter hurdles at 
the 6th EAA Athletics PSD Bank Indoor Meeting in Duesseldorf, 
Germany, Friday, Feb. 11, 2011. 


RAF CASERT 
AP Sports Writer 
BRUSSELS (AP) — After 
helping to turn Haile 
Gebrselassie and Kenenisa 
Bekele into Olympic 
champions, track manager Jos 
Hermens now has been hired 
to do likewise with China, an 
Olympic juggernaut in many 
sports — but not athletics. 

At the 2008 Beijing Games, 
China topped the overall 
gold medal standings. But in 
athletics, the country won just 
two bronze medals, trailing 
countries like Belgium and 
Panama. In comparison, 
Hermens’ athletes alone won 
nine medals. 

In a nation bent on targeting 
No. 1 in whatever it goes for, 
the Dutchman has his work 
cut out, especially since the 
London Olympics are little 
more than a year away. 
“Olympic Games are 
everything and China targets 
everything toward that,” 
Hermens said Tuesday in an 
interview with The Associated 
Press. “London will be 
difficult, but some things can 
be done, in women’s marathon 


Associated Press 

(with world champion Bai 
Xue) and long distance.” 
Hermens is already looking to 
take some of the Chinese long¬ 
distance runners to Ethiopia 
for training with local athletes 
and nurture them for two to 
three months. 

“They would fit in perfectly,” 
he said. China’s track record, 
however, is largely defined 
by Liu Xiang, who won the 
110-meter hurdles at the 2004 
Athens Games for China’s 
first and only Olympic 
athletics gold. 

He was touted as the star of 
the Beijing Games four years 
later, but a long-standing 
injury to his right foot kept 
him out. 

At the time, Hermens was 
involved in some belated 
attempts to get Liu treated 
and it also showed him what 
he will be up against for the 
next years as he tries to turn 
the program around. 

“One of the problems is fear 
for taking responsibility,” 
Hermens said of China’s 
regimented structure. 

“If you take the wrong 
decision, you get pushed 


down. You take no decision, 
no mistake.” 

As Liu increasingly struggled 
with his long-term injury, that 
is what happened, Hermens 
said. “They could have 
operated much earlier,” he 
said. “Nobody dared take a 
decision.” In that sense, much 
has to change, according to 
Hermens. 

Once a long-distance runner 
himself, and much longer one 
of the world’s most influential 
track managers, Hermens 
will be counted on to set 
up contacts for China’s top 
talents — be it in coaching, 
medical expertise or with 
meet organizers. 

He has already taken care of 
bringing Liu to Karlsruhe, 
Germany, to give him some 
winter meet experience. Liu 
came in third behind David 
Oliver in the 60-meter hurdles 
last Sunday. 

Hermens plans to take the 
best Chinese athletes outside 
their country to give them the 
international experience they 
often lack. 

But in China, too, things need 
to change, he said. China’s 
gymnastics program is often 
seen as the mold for all sports. 
Scientific detection of talent 
during childhood, ruthless 
elimination until only the 
prime survives and relentless 
training until gold follows. 

“We think it is all so great 
with the sports schools in 
China but in athletics, it is 
a bit of a struggle and far 
from being as organized as 
we might think,” he said. 
Hermens’ company, Global 
Sports Communication, 
already organizes the 
Shanghai Diamond League 
event every year and also 
plans smaller meetings in the 
spring to make talent scouting 
a bit more organized. 

If not London next year, 
Hermens wants to see the 
results of his work in 2015, 
when the Bird’s Nest in 
Beijing will host the world 
championships. 

“It is super important for 
them,” Hermens said, “and it 
is a realistic target.’Q 
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Bobcats continue mastery of lakers, 109-89 


NBA Roundup 

CHARLOTTE, North 

Carolina (AP) — Gerald 
Wallace had 20 points 
and 11 rebounds as the 
Charlotte Bobcats routed the 
Los Angeles Lakers 109-89 
on Monday night to extend 
one of the more bizarre one¬ 
sided matchups in the NBA. 
Gerald Henderson added 
18 points for the Bobcats, 
who have won eight of the 
past 10 meetings with the 
defending NBA champions. 
The Lakers have a winning 
record against every team 
except the Boston Celtics 
and the Bobcats. And this 
time it wasn’t even close. 
While Kobe Bryant scored 
20 points, he missed 11 
of his first 16 shots as he 
played despite an illness that 


kept him from shootaround. 
Angry Lakers coach Phil 
Jackson used all but one full 
timeout before the fourth 
quarter, but couldn’t prevent 
the Lakers from their most 
lopsided loss of the season. 
Hawks 94, Pistons 79 
At Auburn Hills, Josh 
Smith had 27 points and 14 
rebounds as the Hawks rallied 
for a victory over the Pistons. 
Atlanta trailed by as many as 
15 points in the second quarter 
but held the Pistons to 28 
percent shooting in the second 
half as they pulled away to win. 
Mike Bibby added 17 points, 
seven assists and six rebounds 
for the Hawks, while Marvin 
Williams had 15 points. 
Detroit had five players 
score in double figures, 
but Tracy McGrady led the 


Los Angeles Lakers’ Lamar Odom, left, sits and watches the final seconds tick away with teammates 
Kobe Bryant, middle, and Ron Artest, right, against the Charlotte Bobcats in the second half 
of an NBA basketball game in Charlotte, N.C., Monday, Feb. 14, 2011. Charlotte won 109-89. 

Associated Press 


Pistons with just 14. Detroit 
scored only 28 points in the 


Gov’t, NBA team launch 
All-Star security campaign 


By FREDERIC J. FROMMER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - The 
Homeland Security 

Department and the NBA 
said Tuesday they will launch 
a security campaign at this 
weekend’s All-Star game 
activities in Los Angeles, 
encouraging people to 
report suspicious activity. 
“We hope that this partnership 
will emphasize basically 
that security is a shared 
responsibility,” said NBA 
commissioner David Stem, 
appearing at a news conference 
with Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano 
at the Verizon Center. 
TV monitors and print 
materials at the All-Star game 
will urge people, “If you see 
something, say something” — 
a core post-Sept. 11 message. 
“We think that sports 
is a terrific way to send 
messages, and to get people 
who go to events to focus 
on this very important 
message,” Stern said. 
Napolitano said the idea 
behind the message is simple: 
“It’s asking the American 
people to be vigilant, and to 
aid local law enforcement.” 
DHS partnered with the NFL 
on the campaign at last week’s 
Super Bowl in Dallas.□ 


Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, left, 
accompanied by NBA Commissioner David Stern, speaks 
during a news conference at the Verizon Center in Washington, 
Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011, to discuss her department’s 

ongoing collaboration with the nation’s sports industry. 


second half as it lost for the 
fourth time in five games. 
The Pistons made their first 
six 3-point attempts before 
Charlie Villanueva missed 
early in the second quarter, 
and didn’t commit their first 
turnover until moments later. 
Spurs 102, Nets 85 
At Newark, Manu Ginobili 
scored 10 of his 22 points in 
a game-breaking second-half 
run and the Spurs put in another 
dominant performance with 
a victory over the Nets. 
Tim Duncan added 15 points 
and 11 rebounds, Tony 
Parker had 13 points, six 
rebounds and seven assists 
and DeJuan Blair had 10 
points and 11 rebounds as the 


Spurs won for the ninth time 
in 11 games and 17th in 20. 
San Antonio’s 46-9 record is 
tops in the NBA and the best 
5 5-game mark since the Avery 
Johnson-coached Dallas 
Mavericks had the same 
mark in 2006-07 en route to a 
franchise-best, 67-win season. 
Brook Lopez had 11 points 
and 10 rebounds to lead the 
Nets, who never led in the 
final roughly 30 minutes. 
In other NBA games it was 
Charlotte 109, L.A. Lakers 
89; San Antonio 102, New 
Jersey 85; Atlanta 94, 
Detroit 79; Milwaukee 102, 
L.A. Clippers 78; Portland 
95, Minnesota 81; and 
Houston 121, Denver 102.Q 
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late show: 11:15 
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Coyotes beat Caps for fifth straight win 



Phoenix Coyotes goalie Ilya Bryzgalov, right, of Russia, makes a 
save on a shot by Washington Capitals center Mathieu Perreault, 
left, in the third period of an NHL hockey game Monday, Feb. 14, 
2011, in Glendale, Ariz. Bryzgalov made 29 saves as the Coyotes 
won 3-2. 

Associated Press 


NHL Roundup 

GLENDALE, Arizona (AP) 
— Ray Whitney scored one 
goal and set up another as the 
Phoenix Coyotes frustrated 
Washington’s top line with 
a flurry of blocked shots in a 
3-2 win over the Capitals on 
Monday. 

Ilya Bryzgalov had 29 saves, 
Martin Hanzal and Vernon 
Fiddler each scored and the 
Coyotes blocked a season- 
high 20 shots to win their fifth 
straight game and move atop 
the Pacific Division. 

Phoenix also held 
Washington’s top line of Alex 
Ovechkin, Nicklas Backstrom 
and Alexander Semin to one 
point — an assist by Semin on 
Marcus Johansson’s goal in 
the second period. 

Matt Bradley scored in the 
third period to get Washington 
back within a goal, but 
the Caps couldn’t get past 
Bryzgalov even after sending 
Ovechkin out as a fourth 
forward late. 

Blues 3, Canucks 2 


At St. Louis, Andy McDonald 
and Patrik Berglund scored 
power-play goals as St. Louis 
edged Vancouver. 

Alex Steen also scored for 
St. Louis, which won for the 
third time in the last 10 games. 
Vancouver lost for the second 
time in nine games. 

Vancouver goalie Roberto 
Luongo had a 21-game 
regulation unbeaten string 
ended. 

Flames 9, Avalanche 1 

At Denver, Jarome Iginla 
scored twice as Calgary routed 
Colorado. 

Olli Jokinen and David Moss 
had a goal and three assists 
each, and Curtis Glencross 
also scored two goals just 
hours after Avalanche 
star Peter Forsberg again 
announced his retirement 
from hockey after two games 
in his latest comeback. 

Anton Babchuk, Alex 
Tanguay and Matt Stajan also 
scored and Miikka Kiprusoff 
had 17 saves for the Flames, 


who had five goals in the first 
period. Backup goalie Henrik 
Karlsson played the final 6:51 
and made five saves. 

Daniel Winnick scored for 
Colorado, which has lost 
eight in a row and 10 of 11. 
The Avalanche also lost center 


Matt Duchene to a hand injury 
late in the second period. 

In other NHL games it was 
St. Louis 3, Vancouver 2; 
Phoenix 3, Washington 2; 
and Calgary 9, Colorado 
!.□ 


German lab 
warns of 
inadvertent 
doping 

STEPHEN WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — A 
study by a German doping 
laboratory has found that 
humans can inadvertently 
ingest clenbuterol from eating 
meat, a finding that would 
support claims by Alberto 
Contador and other athletes 
that contaminated beef caused 
their positive drug tests. 

The German Sports University 
lab in Cologne — accredited 
by the World Anti-Doping 
Agency — is warning athletes 
of the risks of accidental 
clenbuterol doping when 
traveling to China. 

The lab carried out an 
investigation that found that 
22 out of 28 travelers returning 
to Germany from China 
tested positive for low levels 
of clenbuterol. The samples 
were tested between Sept. 
15 and Jan. 15. “The figures 
are most probably due to a 
food contamination problem, 
potentially caused by misuse 
of clenbuterol as growth 
promoter in stock-breeding,” 
the lab said in a statement. 
Clenbuterol is on WADA’s 
list of banned substances 
as an anabolic agent that 
builds muscle and bums fat. 
It is also used by farmers to 
bulk up livestock. In China, 
in particular, clenbuterol’s 
illegal use in farming is well 
documented. 

The German findings were 
pre sented at a doping workshop 
Monday in Cologne. Prof. 
Wilhelm Schanzer, director 
of the Cologne lab, said the 
results will be submitted to 
sports federations for their 
consideration. 

“We’ve shown there is a 
problem and that athletes 
should be careful,” Schanzer 
told The Associated Press in a 
telephone interview Tuesday. 
“You should try to be careful 
with those things that you 
eat.” 

The Cologne study appears to 
offer the strongest proof yet 
that athletes can test positive 
inadvertently from food. □ 


Franchise Player 

Continued from page B1 

By using the tag, the Jets 
must pay Harris the average 
of the top five salaries among 
linebackers. 

Last year, Harris’ position 
was worth about $9.6 million, 
meaning he could be in for 
a payday of $10 million or 
slightly higher. 

The Jets last used the 
franchise tag five years ago on 
Pro Bowl defensive end John 
Abraham, who was traded a 
month later to Atlanta for a 
first-round draft pick. Harris 
was the latest NFL player to 
have the franchise tag placed 
on him this offseason, joining 
New England offensive 
lineman Logan Mankins and 
Philadelphia quarterback 
Michael Vick. 

A person with knowledge of 
the situation indicated to The 
Associated Press last week 
that the Jets were leaning 
toward using the designation 
on Harris, who is a valuable 
signal-caller in the middle 
of Rex Ryan’s aggressive 
defense. Since being a second- 
round pick out of Michigan in 
2007, Harris has 422 tackles, 



This Feb. 5, 2011, file photo shows Philadelphia Eagles 
quarterback Michael Vick during an interview, in Dallas. The 
Eagles have placed the franchise tag on Vick. The Eagles also 
placed the transition tag on Pro Bowl kicker David Akers. Coach 
Andy Reid says the moves Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2011, “ensure that 
they’ll be back in Philadelphia next season.” 

Associated Press 


15 sacks, five forced fumbles 
and two interceptions. 

He will be the last of the 
team’s “Core Four” players 
including Darrelle 
Revis, Nick Mangold and 
D’Brickashaw Ferguson — 
to get a new contract. The 


other three players received 
new deals before the season, 
and Harris acknowledged 
in August he wouldn’t get 
his until after this season 
because of constraints due 
to the collective bargaining 
agreement. _ 


“It’s out of my hands and a 
lot of other people’s hands,” 
Harris said before the season. 
“That’s the mles and you’ve 
got to live by them.” 

Teams were able to start using 
the franchise label on Feb. 10, 
but it is still uncertain whether 
the tag will stand because 
of the labor situation. Jeff 
Pash, the NFL’s lead labor 
negotiator, recently said he 
expected the franchise tag to 
continue to operate as it has 
previously. But NFL Players 
Association executive director 
DeMaurice Smith said the 
2011 season doesn’t fall 
under the current collective 
bargaining agreement that 
expires March 3. 

The Jets were busy last 
offseason by making a series 
of high-profile signings, cuts 
and trades on their way to 
a second straight trip to the 
AFC championship game. 
New York will again have 
several players to address 
this offseason in addition 
to Harris, including wide 
receivers Santonio Holmes, 
Braylon Edwards and Brad 
Smith, and cornerback 
Antonio Cromartie. □ 
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La Russa: MLB Players unien pushing Pujols 


JUPITER, Fla. - St. Louis 
Cardinals manager Tony La 
Russa says first baseman 
Albert Pujols and his 
representatives are being 
pressured by the players’ 
union during contract 
negotiations. 

Pujols is eligible to become 
a free agent after the World 
Series and has set a Wednesday 
noon EST deadline to reach 
agreement on a new deal. 
Pujols has vowed to cut off 
negotiations once he arrives 
at spring training, perhaps 
Wednesday. 

La Russa said Tuesday he 
thinks the three-time NL MVP 
is being pushed to set a new 
standard with his contract, 
and he said that’s unfair to the 


player. 

Alex Rodriguez’s $275 
million, 10-year deal with the 
Yankees is baseball’s current 
high. 

“I know what he’s going 
through with the union 
and to some extent his 
representatives because his 
representatives are getting 
beat up by the union,” La 
Russa said. “Set the bar, set 
the bar. You’ve got to deal 
with it. It’s not the way it 
should be.” 

Pujols has played his entire 
10-season career with the 
Cardinals and has repeatedly 
said he would like to stay with 
the franchise. 

General manager John 
Mozeliak said it’s not 


necessary that a deal be 
signed by noon Wednesday, 
but the sides would need to 
have agreed to terms. 

Pitcher Adam Wainwright, 
who spent three seasons 
as the Cardinals player 
representative, said the 
union’s job is to make as 
much money as possible for 
the players. 

“At the end of the day you 
have to do what’s right for you 
and your family,” Wainwright 
said. 

“The union I think understands 
that. Their job is to make sure 
we get the most that we can. 
That’s what they’re paid to do 
and that’s what we pay them 
to do and that’s why we need 
them.” 


Bonds defense seeks ban 
on testimony about temper 


PAUL ELIAS, 

Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Barry Bonds’ attorneys are 
seeking to keep details about 
the baseball star’s temper 
from the jury. On Monday, 
Bonds’ attorneys and 
prosecutors filed a flurry of 
legal papers seeking to limit 
what the other side can show 
the jury once his perjury trial 
starts on March 21. 

The Bonds legal team is 
concerned the jury will 
hear testimony that Bonds 
routinely berated those 
around him and disrespected 


underlings. His lawyers argue 
such testimony will unfairly 
sway the jury and has nothing 
to do with proving Bonds 
lied to a grand jury in 2003 
when he denied knowingly 
taking performance 

enhancing drugs. Prosecutors, 
meanwhile, want no mention 
of federal investigators 
surpassing the limits of a 
search warrant during a raid 
of a laboratory responsible 
for testing urine samples of 
all Major League Baseball 
players for steroid use. Bonds 
is also demanding that much 
of the expected testimony of 


his former mistress Kimberly 
Bell be excluded. Bell is 
expected to testify that she 
noticed physical and mental 
symptoms such as a short 
and violent temper that she 
attributed to steroid use. 
Bonds’ attorneys argue that 
Bell has no scientific or 
medical background to draw 
such conclusions and that 
even experts disagree over 
side effects of steroids such as 
male pattern baldness, testes 
shrinkage and a loss of sexual 
desire. Bell says she saw all of 
these things and more during 
her time with Bonds.Q 
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St. Louis Cardinals manager Tony La Russa, left, talks with 
general manager John Mozeliak during spring training baseball 
Monday, Feb. 14, 2011, in Jupiter, Fla. 

Associated Press 


La Russa thinks Pujols can 
overcome any pressures and 
make the decision that he 
believes is best for him. 
“Albert is very smart, very 
strong and is going to make 
a really good decision,” La 
Russa said. “I know that he’s 
getting pressured and it’s not 
arm twisting, it’s dropping 
anvils on your back through 
the roof of your house. 

“I think it’s unfortunate 
whenever it happens, not 
just Albert, it should just be 
about looking at everything 
to determine what’s your best 
deal. There’s enough money, 
nobody is going to suffer. 
The union is not going to 
suffer. The bar is not going to 
suffer.” 

La Russa said he’s seen 


too many players being 
controlled by the union. 

“The whole time I’ve around 
it’s been a factor, for a long 
time, a long, long time,” he 
said. “I’ve had a number of 
players over the years that 
have looked at money first 
and regretted it later.” 

Pujols, a nine-time All-Star, 
is the only player in major 
league history to hit 30 or 
more home runs in each of 
his first 10 seasons. He has 
a .331 career batting average 
and averaged 41 homers and 
123 RBIs. 

He’s also won six Silver 
Slugger Awards and two 
Gold Gloves. Last year he 
batted .312 with 42 homers 
and 118 RBIs and finished 
second in MVP balloting.□ 
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Offer 
increases 
for displaced 
Super Bowl 
XLV fans 

DALLAS - The NFL upped 
the ante again Tuesday for 
the 400 fans displaced by 
problems with temporary 
seats at the Super Bowl. 
Spokesman Brian McCarthy 
said the league e-mailed 
all the fans to offer either 
$5,000 or reimbursement 
for “actual documented” 
Super Bowl expenses, 
whichever figure is higher. 
The latest offer is the third 
and most valuable option for 
fans who had tickets but no 
seats in Cowboys Stadium 
for Green Bay’s 31-25 victory 
against Pittsburgh on Feb. 6. 
The NFL decided to 
extend another offer 
after commissioner 

Roger Goodell talked to 
fans over the past week, 
McCarthy said in an e-mail. 
The first offer was for $2,400 
— three times the face value 
of the affected seats — and 
a ticket to next year’s Super 
Bowl. The league soon added 
a second option of a ticket 
to any future Super Bowl 
plus airfare and hotel costs. 
“As you may know, we 
have been reaching out 
directly to those fans who 
regrettably and inexcusably 
were unable to watch Super 
Bowl XLV from a seat in 
Cowboys Stadium,” the 
e-mail to fans stated. □ 


Pacquiao's a knockout 
during visit to Congress 


JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Having captured just about 
everything else -— including 
eight world titles and a seat 
in Congress back home — it 
was time for Manny Pacquiao 
to win over the U.S. capital. 
The Filipino boxer was 
escorted to the Senate 
floor Tuesday morning 
and was scheduled to meet 
with President Barack 
Obama in the afternoon. 



For a day, at least, it was like old 
times for the sport: Instead of 
being investigated on Capitol 
Hill, it was being celebrated. 
This is an unforgettable 
moment in my 

life,” Pacquiao said. 
Wearing a suit coat that was 
a size or two too long for his 
power-packed arms, Pacquiao 
roamed the halls of power 
as the guest of Nevada Sen. 
Harry Reid, a Democrat 
and long-ago boxer whose 
recent re-election was no 
doubt helped by Pacquiao’s 
campaign appearances. 

After Reid and Pacquiao 
exchanged national flags, 
Reid was asked how long 
he would last in his prime if 
the two exchanged punches. 
“About five 

seconds,” Reid said. 
Pacquiao arrived in town 


Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nev. listens at left as 
Filipino Congressman and eight-term world champion boxer 
Manny Pacquiao speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, 2011. Associated Press 


by train, wrapping up the 
press tour for his next fight, 
against Shane Mosley on 
May 7 in Las Vegas. The 
fact that he has arrived on 
the scene is good news for 
boxing, or, as Reid put it: 
“Youcanbecomeagreatathlete 
and still be a great person.” 
Pacquiao was elected 
representative of the Sarangani 
province nine months ago 
in national elections in the 
Philippines and has shown 
he plans to take the new job 
as seriously as his boxing. 
Among his first initiatives 
was to explore building the 
area’s first provincial hospital. 


Reid felt compelled to set 
up Pacquiao’s meeting 
with Obama because of 
the Pacquiao’s enthusiastic 
following in the United States. 
“I try not to bother the 
president,” Reid said, “but I 
botheredhim on this occasion.” 
Pacquiao’s every move was 
shadowed as he walked onto 
the Capitol grounds with his 
wife. Promoter Bob Amm 
said it was reminiscent of the 
heyday of Muhammad Ali. 
“He comes at a very 
fortuitous time,” Arum said. 
“If anybody can bring boxing 
back to the mainstream ... 
it’s Manny Pacquiao.”□ 



Contador 

escapes 

ban 


In this Oct. 30, 2010 file 
photo, cyclist Alberto 
Contador of Spain speaks on 
a cell phone in Oviedo, Spain. 

Associated Press 

PAUL LOGOTHETIS 
AP Sports Writer 
MADRID (AP) — Alberto 
Contador was cleared of 
doping Tuesday after the 
Spanish cycling federation 
reversed its proposal to ban 
him for one year, ruling 
he was not at fault for a 
positive test at the Tour de 
France which he blamed on 
eating contaminated meat. 
Contador will retain his 
third Tour title and can 
participate in this year’s 
race, but the International 
Cycling Union and the 
World Anti-Doping 

Agency can appeal the 
decision to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport. □ 


Mickelson thought about Seve tribute at The Masters 



Phil Mickelson follows his shot out of a bunker on the second hole 
during the final round of the AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro- 
Am golf tournament in Pebble Beach, Calif., Sunday, Feb. 13,2011. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 
(AP) — Phil Mickelson was 
planning a Spanish menu for 
the Champions Dinner at the 
Masters to honor two-time 
champion Seve Ballesteros 
until realizing the Spaniard was 
not healthy enough to travel. 
Mickelson said Tuesday on 
a conference call that he 
had been in contact with 
Ballesteros, hopeful that 
he would be able to return 
to Augusta National this 
year despite his ongoing 
battle with brain cancer. 
“I just sent him an e-mail 
saying that if he were able 
to come, and feeling healthy 


enough to be able to make 
this tournament, I would 
love to have the dinner be 
something that he would like 
— a Spanish dish of paella or 
whatever he thought would be 
appropriate,” Mickelson said. 
“Iwantedtokindofhonorhim.” 
Mickelson said some 
e-mails he received recently 
indicate that Ballesteros 
will not be able to make it. 
“Our thoughts and prayers 
are going to be with him that 
evening,” Mickelson said. 
Ballesteros was diagnosed 
with brain cancer in the 
fall of 2008, a year after he 
announced his retirement 
from golf at an emotional 
press conference at Carnoustie 


during the British Open. 
The Spaniard remains an 
inspiration, and spoke by 
telephone to Europe’s Ryder 
Cup team before the matches in 
Wales last year, which Europe 
won over the United States. 
Mickelson has a 

special connection to 
Ballesteros, beyond their 
imagination to escape 
trouble on the golf course. 
Mickelson was 10 when he 
first watched the Masters, 
which Ballesteros won for 
his first green jacket. He 
recalls telling his mother 
that day, “I want to win that 
tournament. I want to be like 
that and win this event. □ 
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Kvitova, Hantuchova lose 
in first round in Dubai 


MICHAEL CASEY 
AP Sports Writer 
DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Petra 
Kvitova lost in the first round 
of the Dubai Championships 
on Tuesday, falling to Ayumi 
Morita 7-6 (2), 7-6 (3) only 
two days after beating Kim 
Clijsters to win a tournament 
in France. 

The Czech player, who has 
won three titles in her career, 
lost for only the second time 
this season. 

“Well, I think everything was 
bad for me,” said Kvitova, 
who is ranked 14th in the 
world. “I was tired and I felt 
everything. I couldn’t serve 
too much because I’m feeling 
the muscle in the stomach. 
Yeah, I was slow and tired, so 
it was tough to play.” 

Pattaya Open champion 
Daniela Hantuchova also 
lost in the first round. The 
Slovak became dizzy for a 
time, saying she “couldn’t 
keep track of the score” at one 
point, before losing to Anna 
Chakvetadze of Russia 6-1, 
6-3. “Felt like I didn’t have 
much energy on the court,” 
said Hantuchova, who won 
her first title in nearly four 
years in humid Thailand on 
Sunday. “I was trying and 
I know the tennis was not 
very pretty. I was trying my 
best. ... Physically, it was just 
impossible today.” 

Another surprise loser was 
former No. 1 Ana Ivanovic, 
who fell 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-2 to 
Patty Schnyder of Switzerland. 
The 14th-seeded Serb was 
in control after winning the 
first set and leading 3-1 in the 
second but collapsed amid a 
wave of unforced errors and 
double faults. 

Ivanovic was broken early in 
the decider and again to trail 
5-2 after double-faulting. 
Schnyder closed out her first 
victory of 2011 when the Serb 
sent a backhand long. 

“It feels great especially 
where the (Australian Open) 
didn’t go that well,” said 
Schynder, who lost in the first 
round in Melbourne. “I found 
my legs and footwork a bit. I 


was kind of slow. I was trying 
to hang in there to take the ball 
really early and hit some good 
serves. It’s not easy to play 
rally after rally, which is my 
game.” Sara Errani of Italy, 
who lost in the Pattaya final, 
advanced by beating Slovak 
qualifier Zuzana Kucova 6-1, 
6-4. Another Italian, Flavia 
Pennetta, landed only 43 
percent of her first serves but 
still defeated Australian wild 
card Jelena Dokic 6-2, 6-2. 
Pennetta, who reached the 
fourth round of the Australian 
Open and won her first 
Grand Slam doubles title in 
Melbourne, took advantage of 
a string of unforced errors and 
11 double faults from Dokic, 
a quarterfinalist last week in 
Paris. 

“She can play good tennis but 
she made a lot of mistakes,” 
Pennetta said. “It’s not easy 


to play the first match in a 
tournament. And it was really 
windy outside. The weather, 
it’s really strange here.” 
Shahar Peer of Israel, a 
semifinalist last year, beat 
Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez 
of Spain 6-4, 6-1. 

Peer jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
in the first set but Martinez 
Sanchez came back to tie it at 
4. Peer went up 5-4 and broke 
Sanchez to take the set. 

The Spaniard, weakened by 
the flu and coughing during 
the match, couldn’t keep up in 
the second set. 

Peer was barred from the 
2009 tournament because 
she’s Israeli. This year, she 
has extra security and her 
own compound. Still, she 
said she felt very comfortable 
in Dubai, where she lost to 
Venus Williams last year and 
was seeded ninth this year.Q 


Slovakia’s Daniela Hantuchova returns the ball to Russia’s Anna 
Chakvetadze during the second day of the Emirates Dubai WTA 
Tennis Championships in Dubai, United Arab Emirates Tuesday, 
Feb.15, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Henin remembers the fight in career 



Belgium’s former worls number one tennis star Justine Henin 
addresses the media about her unexpected retirement due to an 
injury, at a restaurant in Brussels, Monday, Feb. 14, 2011. 

Associated Press 


RAF CASERT 
AP Sports Writer 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Justine 
Henin’s seven Grand Slam 
titles can’t compare to a mere 
semifinal match on a sun¬ 
baked court in Athens seven 
years ago, when sweat and 
guts pulled her through when 
talent alone was not enough. 

It was a match against French 
Open champion Anastasia 
Myskina of Russia at the 2004 
Olympics. 

“I was coming back from 


nowhere, down 5-1, and 
playing for the country, 
Olympic Games,” the 28-year- 
old Henin said Monday, two 
weeks after announcing her 
sudden retirement because of 
an injured elbow, when asked 
to pick the match of her career. 
After nearly three hours, she 
beat Myskina 7-5, 5-7, 8-6 
and it perfectly showed what 
all had come to love in the 
Belgian — her never-give-up 
attitude. 

She won the gold medal, too. 


But after coming out of 
retirement once, a lingering 
right elbow injury cut short 
her comeback for good last 
month. 

“There is a physical limit. 
There is a lot of damage,” 
Henin said. “Only surgery 
would give me a small 
chance.” 

Henin was ranked No. 1 when 
she abruptly announced her 
retirement in 2008, only to 
return 20 months later and 
reach last year’s Australian 
Open final. She partially tore 
a ligament in her elbow in 
a tumble at Wimbledon last 
year and hasn’t been the same 
since. 

This time, her mind is clear. 

“It hasn’t been my best, but I 


did try and I have no regrets,” 
she said. 

She countered rumors that she 
was trying to sell her tennis 
academy close to Brussels and 
insisted sharing her skills with 
youngsters was still her goal. 
Henin won her first Grand 
Slam title at the French 
Open in 2003 and won the 
clay-court tournament three 
straight years from 2005 to 
2007. She also won the U.S. 
Open in 2003 and 2007 and 
the Australian Open in 2004. 
Her comeback last year 
centered on winning a first 
Wimbledon title, but instead it 
became her downfall, crashing 
on her elbow in a fourth-round 
loss to Kim Clijsters.□ 
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Wall St. stocks slip; weakness 
in energy and technology 



NEW YORK - Stocks 
slid on Tuesday as energy 
shares pulled back, creating 
a breather in the market’s 
recent rally. 

Volume was lighter than 
average, totaling about 

3.5 billion shares around 
midday. Volume on Monday 
was the lowest so far this 
year. 

Energy stocks have been 
among the market’s leaders 
in the recent rally, with 
the S&P energy index up 
45 percent since the start 
of September, while the 
benchmark S&P 500 is up 
26 percent. 

On the day, Exxon Mobil 
(XOM.N) was down 2.2 
percent to $83.06, while the 
S&P energy index (.GSPE) 
was down 1.1 percent, as oil 
prices slumped. 

Technology, too, has 
outperformed the broader 
market in that period, with 
the S&P tech index (.GSPT) 
up 33 percent. 

Shares of JDS Uniphase 
Corp (JDSU.O) dropped 

7.5 percent to $25.81 after 
Bernstein cut its rating on the 
stock to “market-perform” 
from “outperform.” 

An index of semiconductors 
(.SOX) was down 0.8 
percent. 

“It’s getting a little sloppy 
after the huge run we’ve 
had,” said Robert Francello, 
head of equity trading 
for Apex Capital in San 
Francisco. 

But he said the market 
could still end higher. “No 
matter what we throw at it, 
there seems to be a bid for 
the market.” 

Shares of NYSE Euronext 


(NYX.N) fell 3.3 percent 
at $38.14 after it agreed to 
be acquired by Deutsche 
Boerse (DBIGn.DE) to 
create the world’s largest 
exchange operator. The 
deal dodges key questions 
that could threaten its 
completion. 

Shares of other U.S. 
exchanges also fell, 
including Nasdaq OMX 
Group Inc (NDAQ.O), off 
nearly 5 percent at $28.16. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average (.DJI) was down 
34.59 points, or 0.28 
percent, at 12,233.60. The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 
Index (.SPX) was down 
3.10 points, or 0.23 percent, 
at 1,329.22. The Nasdaq 
Composite Index (.IXIC) 
was down 6.81 points, or 
0.24 percent, at 2,810.37. 
Data showing a smaller- 
than-expected rise in retail 
sales raised doubts about 
a rebound in consumer 
spending, a vital part of the 
economic recovery. 

But the S&P retail index 
(.RLX) was up 0.2 percent 
after being down earlier in 
the day. 

The retail sales report 
contrasted with recent 
economic data, most of 
which has suggested the 
recovery was gaining 
traction. 

In other economic data, a 
gauge of manufacturing in 
New York State climbed to 
its highest in eight months 
in February, while U.S. 
import prices jumped at 
nearly double the forecast 
rate as energy costs shot up 
in another sign of creeping 
inflationary pressures.□ 



Dell’s margins in spotlight Wall 
Street in wait and see mode 

SAN FRANCISCO - 
Investors will scrutinize Dell 
Inc’s (DELL.O) quarterly 
earnings for signs that healthy 
business spending and lower 
component costs are shoring 
up margins, a top priority for 
the world’s No. 2 personal 
computer maker. 

Wall Street has criticized Dell 
for its choppy execution on 
that front, and the company 
is keen to demonstrate that 
efforts to improve profitability 
by moving into new and 
higher-margin markets are 
bearing fruit. 

Dell’s shares often trade 
below its gross margin, but 
the company has missed Wall 
Street’s target in six of the 
past eight quarters. Analysts, 
on average, are predicting a 
margin of 18.6 percent for the 
fourth quarter. 

Investors have adopted a 
wait-and-see attitude. The 
company’s stock is flat from 
a year ago, versus a roughly 

FTSI down 0.03% in morning trade 

down 7.0 percent compared 
with 2009. 

“This has pushed the bank’s 
share price towards the top 
of the blue-chip gainers and 
to its best levels in nearly five 
months,” said IG Index trader 
Ben Critchley. Traders in 
London also reacted to official 
data showing British annual 
inflation had soared to 4.0 
percent in January, the highest 
level for more than two years 
and compared with a rate of 
3.7 percent in December. 
Analysts said the data and 
expectations that inflation 
will continue to rise towards 
5.0 percent would heap 
pressure on the BoE to soon 
begin lifting its key interest 
rate from a record low 0.50 
percent. □ 



LONDON - London’s 
leading stock market dipped 
in morning trade as soaring 
inflation concerns offset 
robust annual earnings for 
Barclays bank. 

The FTSE 100 index of top 
shares slipped 0.03 percent 
to 6,058.40 points in late 
morning deals. 


Barclays shares jumped 3.0 
percent to 320.15 pence after 
the bank said its 2010 net 
profit rose a third to over 
£3.5 billion and announced it 
had cut bonuses following a 
government-brokered deal to 
clamp down on excessive pay. 
The bank said it was paying 
£3.4 billion in staff bonuses. 



30 percent gain in the Nasdaq 
composite index. 

Last quarter, Dell surprised 
Wall Street as earnings 
and margins blew past 
expectations, and the company 
raised its yearly forecast. 

For its fiscal fourth quarter, 
Dell is expected to earn 37 
cents a share on revenue of 
$15.7 billion, according to 
Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S. 
Dell is scheduled to report 
fiscal fourth-quarter earnings 
after the market closes on 


Tuesday. 

The bulk of Dell’s revenue 
comes from low-margin PCs, 
but the company has been 
working for years to diversify 
its revenue base and move 
deeper into more-profitable 
data center equipment and the 
mobile market. 

With $14 billion in cash, 
the company plans to be an 
aggressive acquirer as it battles 
foes such as International 
Business Machines Corp 
(IBM.N) and Hewlett-Packard 
Co (HPQ.N).Q 


Fla.‘s Scott takes ax to budget 



MIAMI - Many newly elected Republican governors have 
pledged to run their states like a business as they grapple with 
low revenues and multibillion-dollar budget gaps with little 
relief from a fragile U.S. economic recovery. 

But since they took office last month, few have gone as far in 
advancing campaign promises for less government and lower 
taxes than Florida’s Tea Party-backed Governor Rick Scott. 
Apolitical newcomer, with a controversial past as chief executive 
of a healthcare corporation that paid a record $1.7 billion in 
fines for defrauding Medicare and other federal programs, Scott 
has taken to the job of running the fourth-largest U.S. state like 
a hostile takeover. 

An uncompromising conservative, Scott unveiled his first 
budget last week at a rally attended by about 1,000 Tea Party 
activists in a Baptist church hall in Eustis, a town some 200 
miles outside the state capital Tallahassee, where the state 
legislature will have to approve his proposed budget. 
“Governor Scott said he wanted to present the most conservative 
budget in the nation,” said Alan Stonecipher of the nonprofit 
Florida Center for Fiscal and Economic Policy. 

“It certainly appears to be hugely pro-business which was his 
stated intention,” Stonecipher added. “I would say Florida is 
right in the mix, or maybe leading the nation, in a movement to, 
in effect, eviscerate government.” 

Even by the standards of a state renowned for political scandals 
and shenanigans, 58-year-old Scott, who has emphasized that 
he was never charged with any crimes as CEO of the giant 
Columbia/HCA hospital chain, has raised eyebrows. 

His declared intention to cut regulations and taxes, and a ‘slash- 
and-burn’ approach to putting Florida’s financial house in order 
with little apparent regard for real-world implications, have 
prompted warnings of dire consequences. 

There may be backlash against Republicans in a presidential 
battleground state as the new governor, who has never served 
in elected office before, takes budget-slashing to new heights. 
The carefully orchestrated budget presentation cast Scott, 
who beat his Democratic rival by a single percentage point 
after spending $73 million of his personal fortune on his own 
campaign, in the role of a Tea Party man of the people. 

But he also ranks among the most unpopular newly elected 
governors in U.S. history, with a favorability rating of just 28 
percent, according to a recent Quinnipiac University poll.Q 


Armenia and Iran to build fuel pipeline 



YEREVAN - Construction 
will begin this year of a 
pipeline taking oil from Iran 
to Armenia, boosting the 
isolated ex-Soviet state’s 
energy security, the Armenian 
energy minister said on 
Tuesday. The 365-kilometre 
(227-mile) pipeline from 
the Iranian city of Tabriz to 
Eraskh in Armenia follows 
the opening of a gas pipeline 
from Iran and will provide the 
country with an alternative 
to Russian energy imports, 
which were disrupted by the 
Georgia-Russia war in 2008. 
“The diversification of energy 
sources is a guarantee of our 
country’s energy security,” 
minister Armen Movsisian 
told a news conference. 

“The pipeline will provide 
the country with stable fuel 
imports,” he said. 

After the pipeline is completed 
in 2013, Armenia will receive 
1.5 million litres of Iranian 


petrol and diesel fuel a day 
for 25 years, the minister 
said. 

Each country is to bear the 
cost of building its section 
of the pipeline, with the 
Armenian section expected 
to cost 100 million dollars 
(74 million euros). 

Yerevan had originally 
hoped that construction of 
the pipeline would begin in 
2009, but the project ran into 
delays. 

“Before the end of the year 


we will resolve problems 
connected with the cost of 
fuel, technical parameters 
and sources of finance, 
and we will be able to start 
construction,” Movsisian 
said. 

Landlocked Armenia has 
been seeking alternative 
import routes since the 2008 
war delayed fuel cargos 
at ports in neighbouring 
Georgia, causing shortages 
in the country, the minister 
said.Q 


Greece to stay in recession for 3rd straight year 

ATHENS, Greece - Greece’s economy will 
shrink by about 3 percent or more this year, 
the central bank predicted Tuesday, meaning 
the country would wallow in recession for a 
third straight year as it battles to recover from 
its devastating debt crisis. 

Greece avoided bankruptcy last year due to 
a three-year, eurollO billion ($150 billion) 
international bailout loan package from 
other European Union countries using the night Public transport ticket prices were 
euro and the International Monetary Fund. ra ised up to 80 percent earlier this month 
In return, the Socialist government has been as p ar ^ 0 f efforts to reduce the companies’ 
implementing unpopular austerity measures, fosses. Labor unions have called a nationwide 
including raising taxes, cutting public sector general strike next Wednesday, 
salaries and overhauling labor legislation. The Bank of Greece said the recession 
Gross domestic product is expected to fall by bas particularly struck consumption and 
about 3 percent in 2011, without ruling out a investment. 

larger reduction, the Bank of Greece said in “The uncertainty, the increasing tax burden, 
its monetary policy report. the f a p j n demand and the funding difficulties 

The economy contracted 2.3 percent in 2009 bave fod investments to a reduction that in 
and is projected to have fallen slightly more 2010 might have surpassed 18 percent,” it 
than 4 percent last year. said. However, it indicated that growth was 

The government s austerity measures, which expected to recover due to structural reforms 
are essential if Greece is to continue receiving tbe government is pushing, 
the quarterly bailout loans, have been widely Unemployment was also projected to rise, 
unpopular. an d was estimated to have surpassed 12.5 

Transport workers took to the streets Tuesday, percent in 2010, the Bank of Greece said, 
with Athens bus, metro, tram and trolleys Greece has pledged to bring its budget 
grinding to a halt in a 24-hour strike to protest deficit below the 3 percent eurozone limit, 
planned transit reforms. from 15.4 percent in 2009. The debt crisis, 

The reforms aim to reduce spending and waste which broke out in late 2 009, has left the 
at Greece s loss-making public transport country reliant on the IMF/EU bailout loans 
companies, but workers fear an erosion of their aiK j essentially locked out of the long-term 
rights. About 2,000 strikers on motorbikes international debt market, with investors 
and scooters headed to Parliament, where demanding prohibitively high interest rates 
lawmakers were to vote on the bill Tuesday f or ks bonds.Q 
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Apple unveils iPhone, 
iPad subscription policy 



NEW YORK - Apple Inc. 
announced a subscription 
system for buying newspapers 
and magazines on iPhone and 
iPad applications on Tuesday, 
making it easier for publishers 
to mine the popular mobile 
devices for more revenue. 

The update announced 
Tuesday enables publishers 
to sell subscriptions by the 
week, month, year or other 
period of time, instead of 
asking readers to buy each 
issue separately. 

The added convenience 
promises to help publishers 
sell more digital copies as 
they look to smart phones and 
tablet computers to replace 
some of the revenue that has 
disappeared over the past 
few years as readers and 
advertisers migrated from 
print editions. 

But publishers won’t be 
allowed to automatically 
collect personal information 
about people who buy 
subscriptions through the 
Apple apps. That data is prized 
for marketing purposes. 
Instead, subscribers who sign 


up through an app on an Apple 
device will be given the option 
to share their information 
with publishers, a choice most 
people don’t make. If people 
don’t share their information 
with publishers, Apple will 
still hold onto it, though it will 
not pass it on to third parties. 
Apple will also take its 
standard 30 percent cut from 
all app and content sales made 
in its iTunes store, which 
peddles a variety of music, 
movies, games and e-books. 


This new subscription system 
also applies to video and 
music services for instance, 
the app for Netflix. 

Content providers that don’t 
want to automatically give 
Apple a slice of the revenue 
can try to sell subscriptions 
outside the app, too. One way 
to do that would be through 
the Web browser, although 
that might prove too much 
of a hassle for people already 
used to buying apps, music 
and other things on iTunes. □ 


Vermont guard chief warns 


he’s target of f aceheek scam 



MONTPELIER, Vt. - A 
Facebook and Skype scammer 
used the name and photo 
of a high-ranking Vermont 
National Guard general to 
steal $3,000 from a Canadian 
woman in what’s believed to 
be one of a number of frauds 
that exploit the authority of 
the military. 

The Toronto woman made 
two wire transfers to London, 
believing she was helping 
Maj. Gen. Michael Dubie pay 
for a shipment of money to 
Canada after a tour in Iraq. 
At least two other women, 
in Taiwan and Germany, 
have responded to pleas from 
someone they believed to be 
Dubie, the guard said. 

In October, a Skype user 
claiming to be Dubie asked 
to the Toronto woman to be 
friends, she said, 


asking that her name not be 
used because she fears for the 
safety of her family. 

“I was kind of in awe of the 
whole thing, that someone 
like that was contacting me,” 
she said. 

“I wanted to help someone 
like that who is an honest, 
trustworthy person.” 

The person claiming to be 
Dubie refused to talk on the 


phone or video chat. 

“He was so adamant that it 
was him,” she said. “He said 
no, he can’t talk to me because 
he is in Iraq.” 

Members of the military are 
frequent targets of such online 
frauds, said Rick Breitenfeldt, 
a spokesman for the online 
and social media branch of 
the National Guard Bureau at 
the Pentagon.□ 



HTC unveils 5 new 
smartphone models 



BARCELONA - Taiwanese 
smartphone maker HTC 
unveiled on Tuesday two social 
networking phone models, 
with a focus on Facebook 
access, and introduced its first 
tablet computer to a crowded 
marketplace. The world’s fifth- 
largest smartphone maker also 
introduced new versions of its 
hit models Desire, Wildfire 
and Incredible. All six new 
devices will run Google’s 
Android software, which 
ended the 10-year reign of 
Nokia’s Symbian as the pre¬ 
eminent smartphone platform 
last quarter. 

“We believe customers want 


choice; one size does not fit 
all,” said Philip Blair, product 
director at HTC Europe. 
HTC’s strong push into 
smartphones using Google’s 
Android operating system 
has helped the company to 
grow market share against 
bigger rivals like Nokia and 
Samsung Electronics. 

It held 9 percent of the global 
smartphone market in the 
December quarter, according 
to research firm IDC. 

HTC joined the throng of 
tablet makers with its Flyer 
model, which comes with a 
7-inch screen and a separate 
stylus. □ 


Brazil high court apologizes 
for Twitter message 



BRASILIA, Brazil - The Brazilian Supreme Court has issued 
a public apology for a message sent on its Twitter account 
calling for the president of the Senate to resign. 

Anote posted on the court’s website says its Twitter account was 
improperly used by a court employee to issue “inappropriate 
messages for which this court offers its deepest apologies.” 
The employee’s identity hasn’t been released and the court 
declines to say if the person has been fired. 

The Twitter message sent Tuesday says Senate president Jose 
Sarney should follow the example of soccer great Ronaldo, 
who announced his retirement from the game Monday. 

The 80-year-old Sarney was Brazil’s president from 1985 to 
1990.□ 






















Decision time again 
lor NttC’s Katie Couric 

NEW YORK - Katie Couric 
was in a position of strength 
five years ago the last time 
she faced a career crossroads. 

The choices were to join 
CBS News and become the 
first sole woman anchor of 
a network evening newscast 
for $15 million a year, or stay 
at NBC, where the “Today” 
show host could make even 
more money. 

Her next choice is likely to be 
fraught with more risk, and 
may not truly be hers. 

Last week Jeff Fager, the 
behind-the-scenes boss of 
“60 Minutes,” was appointed 
CBS News chairman with 
Bloomberg’s David Rhodes 
his right-hand man. Their 
first major issue is likely to be 
whether Couric remains as the 
network’s top anchor after her big TV personalities have 
current contract expires at the found homes, such as Oprah 
end of May. Winfrey, Conan O’Brien and 

Either they’re very good at Martha Stewart. Of course, 
keeping secrets, or CBS and the Web is yet another 
Couric really don’t know alternative for Couric in 
what will happen. What today’s marketplace, 
seems pretty certain is that the “If everyone is smart, she’ll 
status quo Couric delivering stay right where she is for less 
the evening news at her eight- money,” said David Westin, 
figure annual salary won’t the recently departed ABC 
continue. News president. “Whatever 

Couric has discussed the somebody says about it, this 
syndicated talk show market is a prestigious platform, 
with her good friend and After an initial rocky start, it’s 
former colleague, ex-NBC a solid news program.’’Couric 
Universal Chairman Jeff came to the evening news 
Zucker. A shorter-term burning with ideas about how 
extension with CBS to stay to change the format, many 
put, at least through the 2012 to tailor the “CBS Evening 
election, is possible, as is a News” to her strengths as an 
move to cable where other interviewer. Q 




Best & Solid Real Estate 


Gold Coast 83 

This 2 bedroom townhouse is 
build on 131 m 2 of property 
land. With 2 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, laundry closet, 
kitchen with breakfast bar, 
stainless steel appliances and 
100 % air conditioned rooms. 
Featuring 4 swimming pools 
(2 are ready),fitness center, 
retail area, business center, 
restaurant and playground. 
Gold Coast is located across 
from the golf course. 


. 989 ,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Doctor on duty 


Liz Taylor OK but 
still hospitalized 



ORANJESTAD 


Dr. Yagua-Fingal 

1 ■crjgniwiwaM 


LOS ANGELES - Heart 
trouble is keeping Elizabeth 
Taylor hospitalized in Los 
Angeles, but her publicist 
says the 78-year-old actress 
is OK and has been visiting 
with family and friends. 
Taylor publicist Sally 
Morrison said Tuesday 
that the “Butterfield 8” and 
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf’ Oscar winner is 
comfortable at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center. Taylor was 
taken there last week to be 
treated for symptoms of 


at Eagle Beach Aruba 
Privately Owned 

One Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining and 
Living Room Area and 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week -Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week - All others. 
We have our 
representatives ready 
to visit you. Give us a 
call!!! 

Owen 748-9909 
David 592-8401 
E-mail: 

josflak@hotmail.com 


congestive heart failure, 
a condition she disclosed 
in November 2004. 
Morrison describes Taylor 
as stable, saying she will 
likely remain hospitalized 
a few more days. The 
publicist says doctors want 
to continue running tests 
and “be really, really sure 
before they let her go.Q 


FOR RENT 

by owner 190142 
Marriott Surf Club 2011 
Ocean side gold season 
2 bdrm $2800 wk 
Contact: Richard 
jcred@comcast.net 

FOR SALE 

Tropicana renovated 

1 br, condo unit 
wk 6 unit 3546 $12,000 
E-mail: kinxman@juno.com 
USA 845-297-4103 

_190502 

FOR RENT 

TROPICANA . 
BEACH RESORT I 

Grand floor poolside 
1 bedroom. 

Week 8 and 9 
sun to sun $500 p.w. 

745-5246 

iceprincess3754@vahoo.com 


| _ Dr. Luchmun 

Pharmacy on duty 

_ Oranjestad: 


Botica 


San Nicolaas: 



Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 

Emergency 

Numbers^Ot 

_ OlESi 

Emergencia 911 

Polis 100 

Brandweer 115 

Brandweer II 582-1108 

Tipline di Polis 11141 

Hospital 587-4300 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 582-1234 

Polis 582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 584-5050 

Police station 584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 584-1606 

Valero Security 584-1720 


Services 


Elmar 

583-3000 

Informacion 

118 

Kadaster 

582-1311 

Serlimar 

584-6456 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Web 

585-4600 

Voogdijraad 

582-1262 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Bureau Sostenemi 

588-1010 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Cruise Ship 

16 Adventure of the Seas 

16 Grandeur of the Seas 

17 Jewel of the Seas 

17 Grand Princess 

17 Freewinds 


Funerals 

AD Patres 

584-2299 

Aurora 

588-6699 

Mementomori 

583-3358 

The Olive Tree 

584-8888 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586- 

6976Womens Defecultice 
Fundation 
Tel: 583-5400 
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HIV patients harassed in 
Ukraine, out of drugs 



KIEV, Ukraine - AIDS drugs 
turned Andrei from a sickly 
baby into an energetic toddler, 
who giggles as he goes 
sledding in his snow-covered 
backyard. But the health of the 
2-year-old is again at risk he 
is out of his medication. 
Ukraine has Europe’s worst 
AIDS epidemic and it risks 
getting much worse because 
of drug supply cuts blamed 
on government corruption and 
official harassment of AIDS 
groups and HIV-infected drug 
users, health experts warn. 
Only some 20,000 of 
Ukraine’s 93,000 people 
with AIDS or on the verge 
of developing it were getting 
treatment before the supply 
disruptions that began about 
two months ago. Now even 
they are having trouble 
accessing drugs. The rest are 
not being treated because 
neither the government nor 


international donors can 
cover costs. UNAIDS says 
1.3 percent of Ukrainians 
15 years and older 360,000 
people are infected with HIV, 
the highest rate in Europe. 
Local AIDS organizations say 
the disruptions were caused 
by government officials 
demanding kickbacks from 
drug suppliers and they put 
thousands, including hundreds 
of children, at risk. Without 
usual medication, many 
patients were put on new drugs 
that may not be as effective 
and could prove painful to 
adjust to. International aid 
agencies now threaten to 
deprive Ukraine, where the 
government controls AIDS 
treatment, of crucial AIDS 
funding until supply chains 
are restored. About 60 percent 
of the AIDS budget is funded 
by the state and the rest by 
international donors. □ 


S.Korea court rejects 
first tobacco lawsuit 



SEOUL - An appeals court 
on Tuesday rejected South 
Korea’s first lawsuit against 
a tobacco company following 
a 12-year legal battle by lung 
cancer sufferers and their 
families. Seen as a test case, 
Seoul High Court partially 
upholding a lower court ruling 
found there was no direct 
evidence that the victims’ 
cases were caused directly 
by cigarettes produced by 
KT&G. The case began in 
1999 when 36 people cancer 
sufferers or relatives sued 
KT&G, the country’s largest 
tobacco firm. Five of the 
plaintiffs have since died. 
KT&G, a former state 
monopoly, was privatised in 
2002 and controls more than 
half the domestic cigarette 
market. The plaintiffs argued 
that long-time smoking 
caused the disease. They 
said the company failed in 
its duty to inform victims 
of the dangers of smoking 
by concealing most of its 
manufacturing records. 

They sought about 365 million 
won (now $326,000) but both 
sides described the suit as a 
test case and said money was 
not the main issue. 

A lower court rejected 
their claim in 2007, citing 


insufficient evidence to 
prove a direct link between 
individual illnesses and 
smoking and inadequate 
evidence of flawed products. 
That court said KT&G did not 
violate its obligations because 
it printed a warning message 
on packs. The appeals court 
acknowledged a “dynamic” 
link between smoking and 
cancer but said there was no 
illegal conduct in KT&G’s 
cigarette design, production 
or warning messages.“There 
is no evidence to prove that 
cancer was caused directly by 
KT&G’s cigarettes,” it said. 
However, judges urged 
tobacco firms to be more 
aware of their social duty and 
set up clinics. They said the 


current case could open the 
door for future damages suits. 
The lawyer for the plaintiffs, 
Bae Geum-Ja, said she 
would take the case to the 
Supreme Court. “We are 
very disappointed by the 
ruling that does not ask the 
company to compensate for 
suffering by the plaintiffs and 
their families,” Yonhap news 
agency quoted her as saying. 
“The court ruled in favour of a 
company that causes damage 
to people’s lives.” 

Company lawyer Park Kyo- 
Sun urged the plaintiffs to 
stop “meaningless” litigation. 
“Due to these suits, KT&G’s 
reputation has been tarnished 
enough in the past 12 years,” 
he said in a statement. □ 


Dementia linked to 
hearing loss in elderly 



WASHINGTON - Elderly 
people with hearing loss have 
a greater chance of developing 
dementia, a risk that increases 
as their deafness worsens, 
according to a new report said 
Tuesday. 

The research studied 639 
individuals between the ages 
of 36 and 90 without dementia, 
who were given cognitive and 
hearing testing between 1990 
and 1994. 

The test subjects were 
followed for the development 
of dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease through May 2008, 
according to the study 


published in the February issue 
of Archives of Neurology, 
a publication of the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA). 

Of the participants, 125 had 
mild hearing loss (25 to 40 
decibels), 53 had moderate 
hearing loss (41 to 70 decibels) 
and six had severe hearing 
loss (more than 70 decibels). 
During a follow-up midway 
through the study, after about 
12 years of research, 58 
individuals were diagnosed 
with dementia, including 37 
who had Alzheimer’s disease. 
The study found that the 


risk of dementia was higher 
among those with hearing loss 
of greater than 25 decibels, 
with further increases in risk 
observed among those with 
moderate or severe hearing 
loss as compared with mild 
hearing loss. 

“Hearing loss may be 
causally related to dementia, 
possibly through exhaustion 
of cognitive reserve, social 
isolation, environmental 
deafferentation (elimination 
of sensory nerve fibers) 
or a combination of these 
pathways,” wrote the 
researchers, who are affiliated 


with the Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

“With the increasing number 
of people with hearing loss, 
research into the mechanistic 
pathways linking hearing 
loss with dementia and the 
potential of rehabilitative 
strategies to moderate this 


association are critically 
needed.” 

The researchers said that by 
the year 2050, an estimated 
100 million people or 
nearly one in 85 individuals 
worldwide will be affected 
by dementia, according to 
background information in the 
article.□ 
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Bon Dia Aruba Weststraat 22 - Tel:5827800 - Fax:5827044 


FOR RENT 

PIVI GOLF LINKS ? 
Rental 2012 1 

Starting sat Feb 4th thru " 
Feb 25th (weeks 6,7 +8) 
weekly rentals for studio, 
Ibdrm and 2+3 
bdrm-lockffs 
Starting at $1300 
per week 

Email: emac16@aol.com 
or call: 732-580-5928 


FOR SALE 

OCCIDENTAL GRAND 

2 bedroom 3 bath £ 

Ocean front / Supreme § 

Platinum weeks 2-17 
Non Mandatory Al 
$32,000 

call Mary 565-8713 - in Aruba 
til 3/5 

610-724-6323-USA 
macalh@aol.com 
Also available, one bedroom Royal 
Club & Jr. Suite both non mandatory 
Al 

Rentals too! 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 6 Rm 202 2 bd, 2 bath 
$11995 Call 587-4000 
Rm 102 1/29 -2/4 
Rm 202 2/4-2/12 


Usa 1-508-883-9170 


190019A 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas ? 

1 Br wks 5,6,7,8 & 9 i 
(Pool Side) 

Call Rm 103 till march 5th 
stateside 516-628-8020 
$10,000 p/wk negotiable 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance 190106 
Ocean Suites 

wk 6 - 23 P/o 10.500 
U.S. 352-697-3133 
E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 


FOR SALE 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wk 5 Rm 215 
Town House $14,500 
Call 587-4000 1 

Rm 215 1/29-2/6 § 

Usa 1-928-830-2854 


FOR RENT 

BY OWNER 
MARRIOTT 2012 | 

Ocean Club 
Wk 6 $2950 1 bdrm 
wk 7 $3500 1 bdrm 
wk7 $4575 2bdrm 
Surf Club 

wk 7 $4575 2 bdrm 
call Alan Porit in Aruba until 
Feb 15,11 586-9000 
Rm 5273 

skifarm@gmail.com 


FOR SALE-RENT 

TROPICANA 

wk 7+8 1 Br unit 5559 
sat to sat both 
$12,900 or make offer, 
for rent pool side 1 Br 6 
nights 

2/18 to 24 $600 
E-mail 

donna@francis.com 
or Usa 201-825-6003 

19001 IB 


Brand New Development! 
Pre-Construction Prices! 


Own a brand new freestanding home on property land 
in a gated community from ONLY $137,500! 

• Low maintenance fees 
• 24/7 security 

• Excellent investment 

• Guaranteed financing available with 50% down 

plus: 

Our rental program guarantees to pay off your 
home in 8 years! 

• Also available: 2 story homes, condos and 
custom home-sites 

• Fully approved development - upcoming area! 

Don't miss this oooortunitv! 


RESERVE YOURS NOW! 

Take up to 2 years to build or build now. 
Ask for details: 586-3349 


FOR SALE 

Marriott Surf Club 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 
platinum floating 
wks 51-17 
$36,000 

Call Mary in Aruba 
565-8713 till 3/5 
610-724-6323-USA 
macalh@aol.com 


FOR SALE 

MARRIOTT SURF CLUB 

2 Bedr Ocean view-Platinum 
season reserved 
3/11/11 -3/18/11, $20,000 
Will Rent 3/11/11 -3/18/11 
For $1800 if not sold first. 
Also available for rent 2-Bedr 
Marriott Ocean Club 
3/18/11 -3/25/11 $1,800 

Call Terry@ 
001-989-624-9741 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 

WATERPARK 

RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 

Low LOCAL Prices 

ENJOY YOURSELF 

RENTA 

WEEKEND 

Apartment OR VILLAS 

INCLUDED DINER AND LUNCH AND 
ENTRANCE WATERPARK 

NEW ENTRANCE 

follow the SIGNS WATERPARK on 
the Caya Betico Croes NEXT to 
the HOOIBERG STAIRS 

tel. 585 0550, 593 5281 
www.arubavacationpark.com 



Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Marriott Ocean Club 


lbr Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

IBr Platinum Ocean Front 

$17500 

2Br Platinum Ocean View 

$20000 

2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$32000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Br Platinum Garden View 

$17500 

2Br Platinum Ocean view 

$22000 

2x 2Br Platinum Ocean side 

$40000 Both 

2x2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

$70000 both 

3Br Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

2Br WK 7 Platinum Plus Ocean Front 

$55000 

3Br WK7 Platinum Plus Ocean view 

$70000 

La Cabana Beach and Raquet Club 

2Br wk 2,3,4,5,6 room 346E Ocean Front 

$28000 each 

1 Br wk 7 Room 407A Ocean View 

$9000 

1 Br wk 7 Room 218C Pool/ocean view 

$10000 

1 Br Deluxe wk 9 room 401 D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2Br wk 9 room 202E Ocean Front 

$20000 

Divi Phoenix 


2Br wk 9/10 room 211 Pool/Ocean 

$32000 Both 

1 Br wk 10 room 1206 Ocean View 

$11000 

1 Br wk7 room 664 Pool/Ocean View 

$21000 

Amsterdam Manor 


2Br wk 1 true 52 full year room 211 Ocean View 

$550,000 

Divi Links 


Studio Wk 7/8 room 4205 Pool view 

$25000 both 

1 Br wk 9/10 room 4209/4210 pool view 

$12500 each 

1 Br wk 9 room 4226 pool view 

$12500 

Studio wk 9 room 4225 pool view 

$10000 

Occidental Resort 


Jr.Siute wk 1/17 Ocean view 

$8500 

1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2x 1 Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 Both 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

For rent 2Br Ocean Front wk 7 and 8 

$4000 each 

Paradise Beach Villas 


Town House wk 6/7 Room 217 Pool/Ocean View 

$15000 each 

Studio wk 7/8 Room 317 Garden view 

$6500 each 

Casa Del Mar 


2Br wk 9 Room 1206 Pool/Ocean View 

$19000 

Dutch Village 


Studio wk 8/9 room 133 Pool/View 

$6000 each 

Divi Village 


2Br wk 9 Room 3412 pool/Ocean View 

$13500 

Renaissance Suites 


1 Br Deluxe wk 5 Room 2550 Ocean View 

$13000 

Tiera Del Sol 


2bedroom 2 Bath big Gorge 


big Patio full Airco water heater for 

$531,000 

Many more weeks for sale 

call:731-2012 orS62- 

0712 

Or e-mail me at 


iohnnypaesch@yaho< 

e.cam 


ARUBA DREAM 
VACATIONS, N.V. 

TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51,52 1BR 
Sale $6,000, Rent $900 
WKs 1 thru 8 1BR 
Sale $5,000, Rent $800 
WKs 9 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $4000, Rent $700 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $3,000, Rent $600 


ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 


DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk8 Studio 
Wk 9 1BR 


LAQUINTA BEACH RESORT 

WK 37,1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK47,1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK4, $12,995 2BR Pool 
Wk 5 $11,000 1 BR Pool* 
Wk 6 $11,000 1 BR Pool* 
Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 
Wk 10, $6,500 1BR 
Garden 

Wk 10, $9,000 1BR Pool* 
Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19,3,150 1BR Garden 
Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2 BR Pool* 


OCCIDENTAL 

WKs 2 -17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 


MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 


Please call 748-9909 
E-mail: 

arubadreamvacations 

@hotmail.com 
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U1ISCIENCE 


Thousands of tombs In Saudi 
dosort spotted from spaco 



Little is known about 
the archaeology of Saudi 
Arabia, as the government 
has historically forbid aerial 
photographs of the landscape 
and religious sensitivities 
have made access tricky. But 
Google Earth is changing that. 
Satellite images available 
via the Web-based 3-D map 
program show that large 
portions of the country hold 
a wealth of archaeological 
remains that predate Islam and 
may be several thousand years 
old. Researchers recently 
discovered nearly 2,000 
tombs by peering through one 
high-resolution “window” at a 
rocky lava field east of the city 
of Jeddah all without having 
to set foot in the Saudi desert. 
Judging by the sheer number 
of stone ruins identified in 
Saudi Arabia, as well as in 
other research in Jordan, there 
may well be a million such 
sites scattered throughout the 
Arabian Peninsula, said David 


Kennedy, an archaeologist 
at the University of Western 
Australia who led the study. 
Eye in the sky 

Kennedy has spent the past 
35 years surveying Jordanian 
archaeological sites, mainly 
from aircraft a technique that 
archaeologists have relied 
on for decades to identify 
and map sites not readily 
visible from the ground. He 
found plenty of sites near the 
Saudi border, but wondered 
what was on the other side. 
The Saudi government 
had commissioneda broad 
archaeological survey in the 
1970s and 1980s that revealed 
about 1,800 tombs and other 
sites throughout the country, 
but the government all but 
prohibited the use of aerial 
photography even to its own 
surveyors. Juris Zarins, an 
archaeologist who worked 
in Saudi Arabia for 15 years 
and led parts of the national 
survey, suggests religious 
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sensitivities play a role in the 
government’s limitations on 
archaeology . “They don’t 
want people fooling around 
with prehistory because it 
contradicts the Koran any 
more than fundamentalist 
Christians want anyone to 
say anything is older than six 
thousand years,” Zarins told 
LiveScience. 

Since satellite imagery has 
become widely available in the 
last decade, and particularly 
since Google Earth launched 
in 2005, archaeologists have 
used it to scan for ruins over 
large landscapes around the 
globe. 

About two years ago, a few 
sharp windows on Saudi 
Arabia opened up, and 
Kennedy got his first peek 
at the ground. “I was able 
to actually see across the 
border, courtesy of Google,” 
he said, and what he saw 
was “marvelous” thousands 
of sites in just the handful of 
available windows. 

Window on the desert 
Kennedy and a Saudi 
collaborator started with a 
preliminary study of a small 
area250miles(400kilometers) 
north of the Jeddah site. There 
they spotted hundreds of 
large stone structures called 
kites, which scientists think 
were used for trapping and 
corralling animals. □ 


NASA telescope may reveal 
new planet, Tyche 



A few years ago we all thought 
there were nine planets. But 
now space is a whole lot more 
complicated. The hunt for the 
giant planet is on. 

When Pluto was demoted 
from its planet status five 
years ago, we were pretty 
shook up. Having eight 
planets just isn’t so catchy. 
Classroom wall charts around 
the globe were taken down 
and new rhymes had to be 
learned. Luckily, scientists 
have strong evidence to 
suggest that there is a ninth 
planet lurking beyond Pluto, 


and what’s more, it’s a big 
one. (See the top 50 space 
moments since Sputnik.) 
Evidence gathered by the 
NASA space telescope, Wise, 
offers proof that this gas giant 
is hidden in the outer Oort 
Cloud, the most remote part 
of the solar system. 

The suspected planet has been 
named Tyche (pronounced ty- 
kee) by the two astrophysicists 
proposing it for “planet” 
status, Daniel Whitmire 
and John Matese from the 
University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. 

The first batch of data on 
Tyche is due to be released 
in April. After that, the planet 
may reveal itself within two 
years, say the two scientists. 
“If it does, John and I will be 
doing cartwheels.□ 


Rates of success for 
experimental drugs falls 


NEW YORK - The success 
rate in bringing new medicines 
to market in recent years is 
only about half of what it had 
been previously, but biotech 
drugs are twice as likely to 
gain U.S. approval than more 
traditional chemical drugs, 
according to a new study 
released on Monday. 

And while oncology has 
been one of the hottest and 
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most active therapeutic 
areas for drug development, 
drugmakers may want to take 
note of a finding that new 
cancer drugs have proven far 
more difficult to gain approval 
than medicines for infectious 
and autoimmune diseases. 
Drugmakers have been 
complaining about the 
difficulty of bringing new 
products to market in a 
regulatory climate that 
has become increasingly 
unpredictable and more likely 
to err on the side of safety in 
deciding risk/benefit ratios of 
experimental medicines. Q 
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Sube de tono diferendo Mexico-Francia por caso Cassez 



Los padres de de Florence Cassez, Charlotte Cassez, a la derecha , y Bernard Cassez, a la 
izquierda , escuchan al presidente de Francia Nicolas Sarkozy, dando su declaracion, despues 
de una reunion que sostuvieron en el Palacio Eliseo en Paris, elpasado lunes . Florence Cassez, 
una ciudadana francesa fue sentenciada en Mexico a 60 ahos de prision por secuestro. 

(AP Photo/Philippe Wojazer/Pool) 


MEXICO (AP) - Mexico 
anuncio que no participara 
en el festival frances que 
este ano celebra la cultura 
mexicana debido a una 
desavenencia derivada del 
encarcelamiento de una 
mujer francesa sentenciada 
por secuestro, a lo que el 
presidente frances dijo el 
martes que su gobierno no 
dara por perdido el caso. 

En Paris, el presidente 
Nicolas Sarkozy dijo que 
Francia “no se rendira”, 
y anadio que “debemos 
mantener la sangre fria y 
obtener resultados” en tomo 
a la situacion de Florence 
Cassez, una ciudadana 
francesa sentenciada en 

Mexico a 60 anos de prision 
por secuestro. 

La subsecretaria mexicana 
de Relaciones Exteriores, 
Lourdes Aranda, dijo el 
martes que es “inaceptable” 
que el gobierno de 
Sarkozy haya decidido 
unilateralmente que el 

objetivo del “Ano de Mexico 
en Francia” sea usado para 
llamar la atencion sobre 
Cassez. 

En declaraciones a Radio 
Formula, Aranda critico que 
Sarkozy haya tornado una 

decision de politica exterior 
tras consultarlo con Cassez. 
Senalo que en Mexico 
“no consultamos a los 


presidiarios para saber como 
vamos a decidir nuestra politica 
exterior”. La cancilleria 
anuncio originalmente el 
lunes que no participara en el 
festival. 

Mexico “no permitira que 
los artistas y creadores, asi 
como los empresarios y demas 
participantes en este programa, 
sean expuestos” al furor del 
caso de la francesa. 
“Lamentablemente, el 


gobierno de Mexico no estara 
en posibilidad de participar en 
las actividades” del festival, 
anadio. 

No esta claro como la 
negativa del gobierno de 
Mexico a participar afectara 
las celebraciones del “Ano de 
Mexico”, el cual dio inicio la 
semana pasada en Francia. Es 
un festival con 350 conciertos, 
exposiciones y otros eventos a 
lo largo de 2011. Mexico tomo 


esa posicion despues que 
Sarkozy dijo que se dedicarian 
los eventos a publicitar el caso 
de Cassez. 

El embajador mexicano en 
Paris, Carlos de Icaza, dijo 
que Francia tomo esa decision 
a ultimo momento, y que 
Mexico estaba dispuesto a 
regresar a los festejos si habia 
un cambio de posicion de 
Francia. 

Aranda dijo que el gobierno 


quisiera que se pudieran 
realizar todas las actividades 
del festival y aunque “hay una 
pequena rendija” para que 
ocurra, senalo que “estamos 
muy conscientes que no hay 
mucha esperanza”. 

Anadio que “el tema de 
Florence Cassez no es un 
punto de negociacion” con 
Francia. 

La semana pasada, la canciller 
francesa Michele Alliot-Marie 
dijo que no asistiria al festival 
debido al caso Cassez, pero 
el gobierno frances ha dicho 
que no se cancelara. Cassez, 
arrestada a fines de 2005, ha 
reconocido que vivia en una 
hacienda donde se mantenian 
a las victimas de secuestros. 
Pero dijo que estaba de no via 
con un mexicano arrestado 
en el caso y no sabia que 
las personas en el lugar eran 
secuestrados. 

La policia mexicana reconocio 
que monto una incursion 
televisada en la cual los 
agentes parecian rescatar a los 
rehenes y detener a Cassez y 
un mexicano. La procuraduria 
reconocio que Cassez habia 
sido detenida el dia anterior. 
Una de las victimas identified 
a Cassez por la voz como 
uno de sus captores, y otro 
sospechoso dijo que la 
francesa no solo participo, 
sino que fue uno de los 
cabecillas de los secuestros. □ 


Obama evaluara informe 
para TIC con Colombia 


MIAMI (AP) - Un 
grupo de delegados 
estadounidenses que viajo 
a Colombia elaborara un 
informe detallado sobre 
la situacion laboral para 
que el presidente Barack 
Obama evalue si se 
justifica la aprobacion del 
Tratado de Libre Comercio 
entre ambos paises, 
dijo un fiincionario del 
departamento de Estado. 

Los delegados de la 
Oficina de Comercio 
de la Casa Blanca que 
llegan a Bogota el martes 
“revisaran los hechos, 
especialmente la violencia 


laboral, y volveran con un 
analisis”, manifesto Matt 
Rooney, el funcionario 
del departamento 

de Estado de mayor 
jerarquia para asuntos 
de politica economica 
latinoamericana. 

“Esto es un intento de 
hacer un analisis definitivo 
sobre la situacion en 
este momento ... y el 
presidente (Obama) 

evaluara politicamente si 
es suficiente” el cambio 
en Colombia para la 
aprobacion del TLC, 
expreso Rooney el lunes en 
una mesa redonda con un 
punado de periodistas.Q 


Dominicana toma medidas contra 
colera por carnavalos 


SANTO DOMINGO (AP) - Las autoridades 
sanitarias de Republica Dominicana 
anunciaron el martes medidas para evitar 
la propagacion del colera durante la 
temporada de carnavales, cuando miles 
de personas viajan al interior del pais y se 
aglomeran en calles y plazas publicas. 

Los carnavales en Republica Dominicana 
no coinciden con los usuales dias previos al 
tradicional miercoles de ceniza del catolicismo, 
sino que los festejos se realizan solamente los 
domingos durante febrero y marzo. Representan 
una de las principales temporadas del turismo 
interno. 

El ministro de Salud Bautista Rojas declaro 
que se enviaran hospitales moviles, medicos 
salubristas y epidemiologos a las ciudades 
donde se celebran los carnavales mas 


concurridos a fin de atender pacientes con los 
smtomas de la enfermedad. 

Las unidades moviles estaran instaladas en las 
ciudades del centro del pais. Miles de turistas 
viajan en paquetes organizados por agencias 
de viaje. Rojas afirmo que aunque “el colera 
esta bajo control”, la movilizacion de personas 
obliga a mantener la intensidad de las labores 
de saneamiento y promocion de medidas 
higienicas. 

Anuncio que se estableceran modulos para 
distribuir cloro y materiales didacticos con 
recomendaciones para prevenir la enfermedad 
que ha dejado tres muertes y unos 350 casos, 
ademas de 252 venezolanos que contrajeron 
la bacteria al asistir el mes pasado a una boda 
en un lujoso complejo turistico en el este del 
pais. En el vecino Haiti desde octubre se han 
registrado mas de 4.400 muertes por el virus.□ 





















Wednesday, February 16, 





subject to service charge 


All main dishes 
are served with 
fresh vegetables, 
corn on the cob 

and your choice 

of baked potato, 
pan fried 
potatoes, French 
fries or rice 


From 5 pm - 7 pm 


3 -course menu 
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GRILLED CHiMEN 

Argentine style gulled chicken 
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